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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

Dear Membership,

It is an honor to serve as president of the Society for Disability Studies, and I look forward with interest to the year to come. We have much to accomplish, and I am so pleased that many members have already volunteered to help the SDS board of directors by serving as volunteers on committees and other needed roles. We are gratified to see former board members returning to serve again as well as new members volunteering for the first time. We are thankful for your energy and passion as there is much to do. 
In addition to planning our 2010 meeting at Temple University in Philadelphia, we also begin our search for a new executive office (see call at http://www.disstudies.org/EORFP), and host sites for our 2011 through 2014 annual conferences (see call at: www.disstudies.org/conference/RFP_2011_2014). We will begin exploring new models for conferencing, such as biannual, regional, and distance alternatives. As we move to implement our recently-approved strategic plan (http://www.disstudies.org/board/2009/strategic_plan), we seek ways to increase our organizational transparency and stability and our capacity not only to continue our current programming but to develop new and innovative ways to promote disability studies scholarship. 
Disability Studies Quarterly is in its twenty-ninth year of publication and will continue to be hosted by The Ohio State University Libraries. Its electronic format and “open access” policy makes the journal more accessible than ever before. I am pleased to announce that co-editors, Brenda Brueggemann and Scot Danforth (2006-09), have agreed to extend their terms to June 2012. 

This is not a year to stay on the side lines. Please join us as we move SDS forward into the future! 

Sincerely,

Pamela Block, President
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Almost 200 people attended the 22nd annual SDS Conference in Tucson, Arizona, USA, from June 17-20, 2009.  We had an engaging, stimulating, and exciting conference, and we missed those of you who were not able to attend.

Our theme – It’s ‘our’ time:  Disability Studies past, present, and future – was well represented in many individual papers, panels, performances, and the plenaries.  Our two plenary sessions focused on disability history.  Catherine Kudlick from UC Davis, a pioneer in the field of disability history, gave a compelling talk about her own “disability history.” Her use of a (folding) white cane and a (folding) black bike provided both literal and figurative ways to explore her own personal story, as well as ideas about history, place, and disability more generally.  Sarah Rose (University of Texas, Arlington) shared her work in which she (re)claims stories of disability among the working-class in the early 20th century in the United States, and  Kristina Richardson (CUNY, Queens) took us to the 15th century Islamic world to explore representations and meanings of disability (including blue-eyed-ness!) in that context.  

The second plenary highlighted the just-published Encyclopedia of Disability History, edited by Susan Burch. Susan, along with Penny Richards and Richard Scotch, talked about the history of the project itself, how they selected topics and found entry writers, strategies for finding and documenting untold stories of “regular” disabled people, and the process of editing all of the hundreds of entries.  

The program featured a wide variety of presentations offering different interpretations of “our time” across disciplines and topics.  The opening reception included performances by members of the Homofactus group, focused on intersections of queer and disability identities.  We were regaled by more readings of poetry and prose on Thursday evening.  Liz Carr inaugurated what might be the start of an annual “SDS Got Talent” program on Saturday evening. And, of course, we had an outstanding dance!

Tucson, Arizona, provided a beautiful setting in which to share our work, connect with old friends, and build new relationships.  Of course, our SDS conferences would not be as wonderful as they are without the incredibly hard work of many people.  Our thanks to the Program Committee (Shilpaa Anand, Susan Baglieri, Chris Bell, Allison Carey, Michael Chemers, Jim Ferris, Deborah Little, Carol Marfisi, Denise Nepveux, Akemi Nishida, Michael Rembis, Scott Robertson, and Cindy Wu), and to Allison Carey and Sue Baglieri for spearheading fundraising efforts.  Our deepest gratitude to Alan Strauss and his crew from the University of Arizona for their outstanding job with local arrangements and accessibility.  The conference simply would not have happened without the hard work of those in the SDS Executive Office at the CUNY Graduate Center, including Pratik Patel, Ashleigh Thompson, Mariette Bates, Tenzing Gyatotsang and Abigail Nelson, Chris Rosa and the rest of the staff.  Finally, our thanks to the SDS Board, particularly President Noam Ostrander, for its hard work.  We look forward to a great 2010 conference in Philadelphia.

Coming Up…..
2010 SDS Conference in Philadelphia, PA

Disability in the Geo-Political Imagination

This year’s theme is Disability in the Geo-Political Imagination.  The development of global studies has increasingly called for a cross-cultural and comparative approach to questions of marginalization, stigma, diaspora and resettlement, labor and exploitation, climate change, and the world-ranging production of impairment and disability from violence, inhumane treatment, crumbling infrastructure, and environmental degradation. A significant amount of scholarship also examines new resistance cultures and the galvanization of global networks as members of diverse disability communities try to navigate productive collaborations across newly wired cybernetic systems and claim the possibilities offered by globalization. New opportunities and new problems abound around forging transnational communities, increased mobility, health and charity tourism, the implementation of universal rights, increased transparency of states and organizations, better community-based rehabilitation, and more varied work possibilities. This year’s Society for Disability Studies conference features the theme “Disability in the Geo-Political Imagination” to spur ongoing efforts in interdisciplinary analyses.

The Complete Call for Papers Can Be Found at: http://www.disstudies.org/conference/2010/cfp.
Philadelphia Highlights

Cheese Steaks, History, and Temple University

Just as the Institute on Disabilities at Temple University began the serious planning involved in hosting the June 2010 SDS Annual Meeting, we were greeted with the news that Philadelphia’s three decades long cheese steak war ended.  The news that television pop psychologist, Dr. Phil, mediated a settlement of this war of words between two of Philadelphia’s landmark cheese steak emporiums located on opposite sides of 9th and Passyunk in the Italian Market section of Philadelphia was greeted with excitement and relief.  
Although we’re delighted with this news, those of us at the Institute on Disabilities never doubted our ability to provide our SDS conference guests with an exciting conference in an urban city environment with an abundance of attractions that include the famous Philly cheese steak.  Cheese steaks aside, Philadelphia has much more to offer as a global crossroads in keeping with this year’s conference theme: “Disability in the Geo-Political Imagination.”  Our guests will find a diversity of lodgings and food at bargain prices that reflect the ethnic multiplicity of our population as a microcosm of the world. Within a short ride by subway, bus, or taxi from the Temple campus, you’ll find yourself nestled in the bustle of Center City in downtown Philadelphia.  

Although the downtown area is viewed by many to be the heart of the city, the soul of Philadelphia is to be found in Independence National Historical Park.  Not so much a park as it is a chunk of Philadelphia real estate on which the history of the United States dating from the pre-revolutionary war period to the present is contained.  Independence National Historical Park is within a short walk from Center City and houses Independence Hall, Liberty Bell Center, Congress Hall, First Bank of the United States, National Constitution Center, Benjamin Franklin’s grave, and the President’s House Site Commemoration where an archeological dig is underway that recently uncovered evidence of the living quarters of the slaves who served President George Washington and Martha Washington in the "White House" from 1790 to 1800 while Philadelphia was the capital of the United States.  

Other aspects of Philadelphia history of particular interest to our SDS conferees include Pennsylvania Hospital, the nation's first medical unit founded in 1751 by Benjamin Franklin and Dr. Thomas Bond; the Mütter Museum, founded to educate medical students about anatomy and human medical anomalies; Benjamin Rush, a signer of the Declaration of Independence and an early opponent of slavery as well as capital punishment.  Just across the Delaware River at Harleigh Cemetery in Camden, New Jersey is the burial site of disabled American Poet, Walt Whitman.  Philadelphia was one of the cities that writer, poet, editor, and literary critic Edgar Allan Poe lived and worked in during much of his life.

Temple University ranks 34th in size in the United States among colleges and is a premier research and learning center with strong ties to the Philadelphia community.   Primarily situated in North Philadelphia, the university continues a tradition of providing educational opportunity to a diverse population of local, national, and international students.  From modest roots in the landmark Baptist Temple to an impressive array of modern facilities, the university reflects diversity in all aspects of life.  Students come to Temple from the far corners of the world and become a part of the second largest concentration of college students in the United States.  Temple University is also neighbor to the University of Pennsylvania, Villanova, St. Joseph’s University, Cheny College, Girard College and many other fine universities and colleges.

The Temple University Conference Center in the Howard Gittis Student Activity Building is fully accessible and all meeting rooms are equipped with smart technology.  Within the residence halls which will be made available to conference attendees, there are 34 ADA compliant rooms.  Among the many hotels serving the Philadelphia area are a number offering special rates for SDS conference participants.

We look forward to meeting you in Philadelphia and anticipate an exciting, vibrant conference that will be talked about for years to come.  We anxiously anticipate your arrival.  

-- Marc Holmes, Disability Studies Academic Program Coordinator, Institute on Disabilities, Temple University
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Elizabeth DePoy and Stephen French Gilson are the 2009 recipients of the SDS Senior Scholar award.  DePoy and Gilson both serve as Professors of Social Work at the University of Maine (UM) and are currently Senior Research Fellows with the Research Institute for Health and Medical Professionals in Israel. In addition, DePoy serves as Coordinator and Professor of Interdisciplinary Disability Studies Education at the Center for Community Inclusion and Disability Studies at UM.  DePoy and Gilson have contributed tremendously to the growth of disability theory, in works such as Rethinking Disability: Principles for Professional and Social Change (2004), The Human Experience: Description, Explanation and Judgment (2007) and the forthcoming Disability as Disjunction, Integrative Theory and Guidelines for Responsive Global Communities. In addition to these significant works, they publish widely on a broad range of topics related to disability, and have worked tirelessly to develop disability studies programs at UM and elsewhere. In their work, they provide innovative conceptual frameworks that move disability studies forward at the same time that they offer ways to improve real-world practices. SDS congratulates them and thanks them for all of their work.
The Senior Scholar Award recognizes scholars who have made a significant contribution to the field of Disability Studies and demonstrated excellence in and commitment to teaching, mentoring, or other kinds of leadership in this field. 
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Jeremy L. Brunson, Ph. D. is the recipient of the 2009 Irving K. Zola Award for Emerging Scholars in Disability Studies. Currently an Assistant Professor of Sociology at Gallaudet University, Professor Brunson received his Ph.D. in Sociology from Syracuse University in 2008 and a certificate of advanced study in Disability Studies, also at Syracuse, in 2005.  His dissertation work in video relay interpreting service informed his Zola award-winning submission, "Visually Experiencing a Phone Call: The Calculated Consumer Labor Deaf People Perform to Gain Access Through Video Relay Service."

Funded through the generosity of the late Professor Zola's colleagues at Brandeis University, this annual award recognizes excellence in research and writing and that shares the values and commitment to disability studies exemplified by Irving K. Zola's life and scholarship.  

Look for 2010 Call for Awards on the Listserv and Website Soon….
News From SDS Committees
List of SDS Committees and Chairs

Please consider serving on an SDS committee. If you are interested in volunteering, please contact the chair of the committee of interest or Joan Ostrove at ostrove@macalester.edu.

Awards Committee, Bruce Henderson, henderso@ithaca.edu

Senior Scholar Award, Allison Carey, accare@ship.edu 

Irving K. Zola Award, Kristen Harmon, kristin.harmon@gallaudet.edu 

Affiliated Scholar Award (in development), Alberto Guzman,albertog@email.arizona.edu
Fundraising, Sue Baglieri, susan.baglieri@liu.edu 
Membership, Allison Carey, accare@ship.edu 
Nominations/Elections, Petra Kuppers, petra@umich.edu
Policy, Petra Kuppers, petra@umich.edu
Program Committee, Devva Kasnitz, devva@earthlink.net; Christine McCohnell, cmccohnell@aol.com; David Mitchell, dmitchel@temple.edu
Local Arrangements: Christine McCohnell, cmccohnell@aol.com; Marc Holmes mholme01@temple.edu
Accessibility, Joan Ostrove, ostrove@macalester.edu
Research and Publications, no chair as of now
AD-HOC COMMITTEES

By-laws revision, Frank Wyman, chips314@aol.com
Goal implementation, Pamela Block, pblock@notes.cc.sunysb.edu
Executive Office Search, Alberto Guzman, albertog@email.arizona.edu
SDS Fiscal Update
The good news:  SDS is in sound financial health.  The checking account bank balance, as of September 15, is $62,017.48, and there is approximately $12,622 in an investment account.  All of the bills related to the 2009 conference have been paid, and we are still receiving trickles of income from the conference.

All government reports and filings have been submitted (Form 990 and the CT-12 to the State of Oregon).  SDS’s books have been audited by a Certified Public Accountant and received an unqualified opinion – which means that the auditor found nothing material to report to the Board and expressed confidence that the numbers reported are accurate.  SDS’s Form 990 will be available soon on Guidestar (a free public site where public documents related to nonprofits are posted).

The not-so-good news: with the conference the only source of revenue, SDS’s fiscal health is directly related to the conference costs. The number of sessions and the commitment to access means that the annual conference is an expensive one.  Put simply, registration fees haven’t covered the cost of the conference (another way of explaining this is that the average cost per person to attend the last several conferences was $340; but the average registrant paid $225). This income deficit occurred despite substantial in-kind and cash contributions from the local planning committee and the Executive Office.  The bottom line is that SDS’s cash reserves (“fund balance” in non-profit terms) have been diminishing over the last several years.  

The SDS board has been carefully reviewing conference costs so that that this trend can be reversed this year.  The conference venue is a less expensive one than we were able to use in the past few years. Because the conference is in an urban area with accessible transportation, the expectation is that attendance will be greater this year than we realized for the 2009 conference, meaning that income ought to exceed cost.  This depends, of course, on the number of registrants and how much registrants pay to attend the conference.  Because so many conference attendees renew membership in order to receive reduced conference registration, there are relatively few members who do not attend the conference.

Conference cost is one variable in this equation.  The other is that increasing membership or otherwise increasing revenue through fundraising or grant writing are important ways for SDS to continue to be financially viable.  The planning that the SDS board has undertaken during the last year has resulted in ideas about how to maintain and grow SDS.
Fundraising Committee
The 2008-09 fundraising effort led by Allison Carey, Michael Rembis, and Susan Baglieri generated $4600.00 in advertisements for the SDS annual conference program. In addition, $300.00 was generated through member donations. These earnings represent a 76% increase from 2007-08  - a trend we’d like to continue. 

Increasing the financial capacity of SDS is essential to maintaining the health of the organization, as well as to initiate and support programs that benefit our members and further the work of disability studies. Donations secured from fundraising efforts provide support for: 

· Disability Studies Quarterly—the first journal dedicated to disability studies

· Travel Scholarships—to enable more members to participate in the annual conference

· The Affiliated Scholar Program—a new initiative, which endeavors to provide access to resources through academic institutional affiliations for SDS members in need.

The members of the fundraising committee for the 2009-10 year are: Susan Baglieri, Liat Ben-Moshe, Tammy Berberi, Pamela Block, and Frank Wyman. We will be generating ideas to expand our fundraising efforts and will be seeking additional member support as initiatives come into fruition. The SDS Board of Directors extends hearty thanks to all its members and benefactors for their generosity!
From the Membership Committee

The membership committee has several initiatives underway, including (1) Development of this newsletter to bring news and announcements to all of our members and (2) Creation of an electronic membership directory, which will be available to members in 2010. To comply with SDS’s privacy policy, we ask members to visit the membership directory page at http://www.disstudies.org/member/directory in order to update their privacy preferences.  We welcome other suggestions for development as well as new committee members. 

News From Our Members: Developments in Disability Studies

The American Association on Health and Disability (AAHD) is proud to announce the creation of the 2009 AAHD Scholarship Program. 
The AAHD Scholarship Program will support students with disabilities who are pursuing higher education. Preference will be given to students who plan to pursue undergraduate/graduate studies in the field of public health, health promotion, or disability studies, to include disability policy and disability research. Visit www.aahd.us to read more about the Scholarship Program. Application deadline - must be postmarked by October 15, 2009. 


The Center on Disability Studies at the University of Hawaii at Manoa has moved the Interdisciplinary Graduate Certificate in Disability and Diversity Studies online.  It is open to anyone who can pay the fees.  More information can be found online at http://www.cds.hawaii.edu/main/downloads/news/2008_2009/pdf/DistanceLearningCourses.pdf.  You can also contact one of the following people for more information, both of whom are on the SDS Listserv: Dr. Steve Brown (sebrown@hawaii.edu) and Dr. Megan Conway (mconway@hawaii.edu)

For anyone who speaks or works in Spanish, here is an interesting-looking online course available through a Mexican institution, "Instituto de estudios criticos." Participants include Latin American and Spanish specialists in disability studies from a variety of sub-fields. For more information, go to: http://www.17.edu.mx/index.php/extension-academica/visiones-y-revisiones-de-la-discapacidad
The University at Buffalo (SUNY) announces the creation of a Center for Disability Studies.  The Center is the product of a partnership between the University at Buffalo and People Inc., a leading regional human services provider, specializing in assisting individuals with developmental disabilities. The Director of the Center is Professor David Gerber of the Department of History at the University at Buffalo.

On July 27, 2009, the AALS (the Association of American Law Schools) Section on Disability Law was granted permanent status. At the 2009 Annual Meeting, the Section will host two panels: Disability Discrimination After the ADA Amendments Act of 2008 and A New Look at Old Age: Cross-Disciplinary Perspectives on Law and Aging (co-sponsored by the Section on Aging and the Law). The panel on the ADA Amendments Act will be our first call for papers; the proceedings of the panel will be published by the Utah Law Review.
We ask that you continue to help keep the Section strong. For more information, contact Dr. Ani B. Satz, Emory University, (asatz@law.emory.edu)
                         
In the American Sociological Association, the Disability and Society section is currently a'section-in-formation' --it will become a true section when we have 300 members.  We are close, and encourage any sociologist who can  join to do so.  Section membership only costs $10 over and above ASA membership.  If you have graduate students who would be interested, there is a special deal for them to get free section membership.  If you are interested but don't work as an academic sociologist, you can join as an associate member.  The website is  http://www.asanet.org/cs/root/leftnav/join_or_renew/join, and the chair in Sharon Barnartt. 

NEW Survey of DisabilityStudies Programs and Courses Internationally!
In the Summer 2009 edition of DSQuarterly, Professor Pamela Cushing and Tyler Smith have published an extensive review of Degrees, Programs, and Courses specializing in DS across all the English-speaking Western countries. Not only does the article provide detailed listings of all the schools and what faculties the degrees and courses are offered in, but the authors have helpfully tried to categorize and summarize all the data into a series of simple charts and graphs that deliver and overall sense of the quality and growth of our field. Check it out at http://www.dsq-sds.org/issue/current
Dr Kristy Muir has been appointed the first Director of the Disability Studies and Research Centre at the University of New South Wales in Sydney, Australia. This is a major step forward for disability studies and research in Australia. For more info about the Centre please go to http://dsrc.arts.unsw.edu.au/.

News from Our Members: Personal Achievements
Susan Antebi published Carnal Inscriptions: Spanish American Narratives of Corporeal Difference and Disability in the New concepts in Latinoamerican cultures series with Palgrave-Macmillan (2009). 

Susan Burch has joined the American Studies faculty at Middlebury College and is the director of the college's newly created Center for the Comparative Study of Race and Ethnicity. She'll be teaching global and American disability studies classes in the coming academic year. Her new work contact info is: sburch@middlebury.edu . Susan also edited the Encyclopedia of American Disability History, 3 vols. New York: Facts on File, 2009.

Allison Carey published On the Margins of Citizenship: Intellectual Disability and Civil Rights in 20th Century America, by Allison C. Carey (Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 2009). 

Anne Finger published Call Me Ahab (University of Nebraska Press). It is available in paperback.

     http://www.nebraskapress.unl.edu/product/Call-Me-Ahab,674129.aspx.
Sara Hosey, who teaches English and Women's Studies at Nassau Community College, recently published "'One of Us': Identity and Community in Contemporary Fiction" in the February 2009 issue (3,1) of the Journal of Literary and Cultural Disability.

Laura Lofaro, student in the MA in Disability Studies program through CUNY's School of Professional Studies, is very pleased to announce that thanks to her advocacy, the Central Park Summerstage venue has improved its accessible seating area.

Alex Lubet has two articles forthcoming in the International Journal of Inclusive Education: "Disability Rights, Music, and the Case for Inclusive Education" and "The Inclusion of Music/The Music of Inclusion." His book on disability studies in music, tentatively titled A Disability Studies of Music is forthcoming from Temple University Press. Alex has also received grants for an inclusive education research and teaching collaboration with Andrew Azzopardi of the University of Malta.  Alex began an Interdisciplinary Graduate Group in Disability Studies, which includes SDS board member Tammy Berberi from the University of Minnesota, Morris.  Its stated goal is a graduate program in DS at the University of Minnesota. He is hard at work on a new book about hearing Bob Dylan from a disability perspective.


Angelo Marra is doing a Post-doc in Leeds (school of law- CDS) and working on a manuscript, La legislazione sulle discriminazioni contro le persone disabili in Italia ed Inghilterra: uno strumento efficace per l'accessibilità?  (translation:  Discrimination Legislation in Italy and the United Kingdom: Effective for Gaining Access?)

Christine McConnell published Only You, Christine, Only You: One Woman’s Journey Through Life with Cerebral Palsy (2009). Visit www.onlyyouchristineonlyyou.com for reviews and ordering. You also can purchase the book directly from Christine, and she will autograph the copy.

Julie Nack Ngue published "The Body Composite, the Body of Survival: Testimony and the Problematic of Integral Healing in Le Baobab fou," Pgs. 53-79 in Emerging Perspectives on Ken Bugul: From Alternative Choices to Oppositional Practices" Eds. Ada Uzoamaka Azodo and Jeanne-Sarah de Larquier. Trenton, N.J.: Africa World Press, 2009. 

Nario-Redmond, M. R. is pleased to announce “Cultural stereotypes of disabled and nondisabled men and women: Consensus for global category representations and diagnostic domains,” forthcoming in British Journal of Social Psychology.

Margaret Price, Assistant Professor at Spelman College, is proud to announce her first book, forthcoming from University of Michigan Press (in the Corporealities series): Mad at School: Rhetorics of Mental Disability and Academic Life.

Ralph J. Savarese is proud to announce that in January 2010 DSQ will publish a special issue on autism and neurodiversity that he and his wife, Emily Thornton Savarese, have edited.  Half of the contributors are on the spectrum.  In the late spring of 2010, the literary journal Seneca Review will publish a special issue entitled "The Lyrical Body" that Savarese edited with Steve Kuusisto. The issue contains work from many people with disabilities.  Ralph is also hard at work on an edited collection of essays entitled Papa Ph.D.: Men in the Academy Write about Fatherhood.  A number of the essays in this collection also engage the issue of disability. 

Franklin K. Wyman has two articles forthcoming: “ ‘Then What is the Fear Here?’ The Howell Bill as a Possible High-Water Mark for ‘Dry’ Sentiment in the Early 1930s” forthcoming in New Jersey History; and “Killing ‘Disabled’ Newborns: Peter Singer Meets The Black Stork” forthcoming in Drew University Journal of Medical Humanities.  He also published several entries in the Encyclopedia of American Disability History including “Amniocentesis,” “Degeneration,” “Passing of the Great Race,” “Three Finger Brown” and “Irving Kenneth Zola.” June, 2009, Facts on File. 

Congratulations to Franklin K. Wyman and Alberto Guzman for the successful completion of their dissertations and earning their Ph.D.s.
Submissions to the newsletter, or suggestions and concerns regarding it, can be sent to Allison Carey, at accare@ship.edu. 
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