Affiliate Phone Conference

Monday, April 27, 2009

Option to take or decline the insurance is due Friday, May 1, 2009.  You do not have to be a 501(C3) to opt in.  It is $135.  Stephan just needs a written notification, check can be sent later.  Coverage info: liability: injuries, $250,000/person/site, million dollar each occurrence, advertising liability, medical expenses $10,000
Annual Conference 2009:  expected events for Affiliate Reps

· Preconference workshop Tuesday (7/21) from 2-5:30 pm (topic ideas solicited: grant writing, funding options, what can we do during this economic slump, audio conferences)
· Thursday luncheon at noon (7/23)
· Exhibit Hall booth duty:  provide AzPAC brochures!
AHEAD elections coming up
· Six candidates for open board positions

Participation request for Affiliate Conference Presentation Survey by Adam, Stacey, and Terra 

Affiliate Updates: travel restrictions everywhere!
· Alabama: been quiet all year; planning round tables across the state on the same day; travel freezes are effecting participation
· Arizona:  Jane Jarrow, teleconference, data base

· Arkansas:  completed annual spring conference; election process for new officers; membership survey to increase participation

· California: preparing a program with Paul Grossman on returning veterans; fall convention preparations also; working with new legislation regarding publishers and captioning

· Florida: new affiliate; conference in March, very successful; planning another teleconference in November;  elections coming

· Indiana: just had their spring conference; held elections; Stephan from AHEAD came to speak; thinking about 501 (C3) but their membership is low

· Illinois: held DSS 101 workshops; asperger’s round table; wounded warriors and transition workshop
· Kansas: just held regional conference last week, low attendance; planning a mini conference at end of summer

· Kentucky: the site for AHEAD 2009
· Michigan:  mini conference on Transition and Technology; working on bylaws; Jeannie Kincaid coming
· Minnessota: bi-monthly meetings continue; getting ready for spring conference
· Mississippi: busy spring; non profit application was approved; just had their spring conference; elections upcoming

· Missouri: audio conference on asperger’s; Jane Jarrow conference coming

· New Jersey: transportation issues prevent participation; continues monthly meetings; using some grant programs to pay for speakers: coaching techniques, working with vets, accessible campus environment; documentation 

· Northern Rockies: gearing up for audio conference on affordable AT software; elections for board members
· Oklahoma: spring conference in April on OCR; looking at hosting audio conferences

· Oregon: just had spring conference on asperger’s; changed their membership categories; increasing membership dues; started a monthly newsletter; summer Board retreat in August

· South Carolina: spring conference in March – wounded warriors, case study collaboration; had conference remote captioned to see how it worked and to have a transcript; fall conference in October; state listserv becoming more active
· Tennessee: just hosted their annual spring conference with Scot Lissner; presented two scholarships this year, $1000 each; active listserv; working on 501 (C3)
· Texas: conference in April on ADA; updated bylaws; hired a bookkeeping service; looking at doing audio conferences and smaller regional workshops due to travel restrictions
· Utah: went to state legislature and spoke on emotional support animals; upcoming spring conference in May
· Western Iowa and Nebraska: fall conference last October; spring conference coming in May; elections coming up
· Wisconsin: had a veteran’s summit last fall; co-sponsored several workshops; elections for new officers

Board of Directors Meeting: 

· fiscal issues also plague AHEAD

· membership is still pretty strong

· audio conferences are being attended

· scaling back for AHEAD 2009
· e-text organization in Athens, Georgia called Access Text Network – clearing house for e-text requests; AHEAD is not a dedicated partner, they are waiting to see the value to its members

· reading rights coalition with Kindle II: Joanne Simon; AHEAD is trying to stay active

Meeting Adjourned

Respectfully Submitted by Cindy Jepsen

