AFFILIATE CONFERENCE CALL

OCTOBER 27, 2007

I. CALL TO ORDER  1:07 PM CENTRAL TIME

II. WELCOME

a. INTRODUCTIONS - UPDATES
i. ARIZONA – Cindy Jepsen
1. Changes in Board members requires meeting this week to decide on new slate of officers
ii. ARKANSAS – Beverly Quillen
1. Recent workshop very successful and well attended
iii. CALIFORNIA  - Lucinda Aborn
1.  State conference very successful

a. 500 attendees

b. 27 exhibitors
c. Raised $4,500 for scholarships

iv. CONNETICUT – Peter Love
1. Updating documentation guidelines for  intellectual disabilities – definition 

a. Jean Ashmore cautioned against too much detail in guidelines

b. Consult with Stephan recommended
v. GEORGIA – Elaine Manglitz
1. Reports ‘rocky’ start

a. Multiple resignations of Board members

b. Seeking members interested in serving on Board is going well

2. Engaged in membership drive 

a. Concentrating on State’s Technical Colleges as well as other public and private Colleges and Universities 
3.  Spring conference planning

vi. INDIANA – NOT IN ATTENDANCE

vii. IOWA/ILLINOIS – Susann Heft ____
1. Spring Conference planning – ‘spinning off’ last summer’s National AHEAD meeting as they will celebrate 10th anniversary
2. Workshop on E-Text well attended with 25 participants 

viii. KANSAS – Cindy Novelo
1. Recently had 3RD annual state conference 

2. Presentation on access to electronic course content felt to be very timely and very well received 

ix. KENTUCKY – Leisa Pickering
1. Reports very impressed with Kansas newsletter

2. Hosting National AHEAD Conference July 2009, planning begun

3. Working on revisions of Bylaws 
4. Engaged in membership recruitment

a. Concentrating on private colleges

5.  Will work with AHEAD on managing website 
x. MICHIGAN – Lois Baldwin
1. Reports consistency in Board and membership

2. Working on spring conference 

3. Two day workshops on campus safety and how it relates to disability services and technology very well received and attended with 30-50 each

4. Engaged in membership drive concentrating on secondary transitional professionals.

xi. MINNESOTA – Kim Schumann
1. Membership recently approved proposed bylaw revisions

2. Sub-committee working on 

a. application for non-profit status 
b. obtaining general and BOD liability insurance coverage

c. establishing sound accounting procedures

3.  First quarterly meeting
a. Returning veterans

b. Documentation for Asperger’s Syndrome

c. Annual conference planning for April, 2008. 
xii. MISSISSIPPI – Stacey Reycraft
1. Focusing on membership drive; have produced promo materials
2. First state conference held 10/19/07 with 85 attendees

3. Website up and running
4. Did survey of members on training topics

xiii. MISSOURI  - Adam Meyer
1.  Board meeting recently

2. Hosting e-text workshop soon

3. Planning for April conference emphasis on GI’S
4. Issue – creating valuable services for members
xiv. NATION’S CAPITOL COALITION – Terra Cusack
1. E-text forum very successful

2. Working on bylaw revisions including name change 
3.  Board identifies problem with multiple groups overlapping in focus areas/trainings/services

a. Working on ideas to bring groups together into more cohesive unit

xv. NEW ENGLAND – Kirby Moore
1. New president of New England affiliate

2. Meeting on universal design in curricula

3. Jeanne Kincaid will present in April

4. Also reports competing organizations in Massachusetts 

xvi. NEW JERSEY – Lorett Cramer
1. Having facilitated monthly meeting with attendees bringing items to the table for discussion

2. Spring meetings will be on counseling issues with students with disabilities

xvii. NEW MEXICO  - NOT IN ATTENDANCE
xviii. NORTH CAROLINA-  NOT IN ATTENDANCE
xix. NORTHERN ROCKIES – Jill Davis
1. Reports new BOD

2. Spring conference will feature Barbara Blacklock on psychiatric disabilities

3. Web site being designed by a class
4. Engaged in membership drive targeting tribal colleges

5. Reports one member from Wyoming 
xx. OKLAHOMA – Denise North
1. Working on Bylaws

2. Ron Stewart scheduled to present E-text workshop

3. Fall conference will include presentations on marketing DS

a. Who are the customers; who to know; who can impact

b. Two strands – novice and advanced on various topics  

xxi. OREGON – NOT IN ATTENDANCE
xxii. S.CAROLINA – NOT IN ATTENDANCE
xxiii. TENNESSEE – Janet Norman
1. Spring conference having AHEAD Director (Stephan from AHEAD)

2. Having 4 regional meeting around state

3. Investigating non-profit status

4. Developing protocols for each officer to assist new officers

5. Working on interagency MOUs 

xxiv. TEXAS – Pat Moran
1. Reports cancellation of workshop scheduled for Nov 8 & 9 due to lack of registrants

a. Meeting with planning committee to discuss issues
2.  Working on state conference April 2-4, 2008 in San Antonio

a. Planning committee identified

3.  Membership drive not as successful as hoped

a. BOD will meet in November to discuss timing & materials

xxv. UTAH – Michael Brooks
1. New BOD members

2. Working on website

3. Engaged in membership drive

4. Planning Spring conference in February or March, 2008 in Southern part of state

5. Recent workshop highlighted career placement models 

xxvi. WESTERNS IOWA / NEBRASKA – Teresa Webster
1. Bylaws have been revised

2. Engaged in membership drive

a. Working on ways to make membership meaningful and attractive to potential members

b. Working on workshop/conference topics reflective of current issues, thereby making events more attractive

3.  Presenting at high schools

xxvii. WISCONSIN – Laurie Petersen
1. New affiliate

2. Working on website

3. New BOD

4. Working on Spring program
III. REVISING BYLAWS

a. Send copy of final revised bylaws to AHEAD Director for his records

b. Send separate electronic copy for posting on affiliate page 
IV. AHEAD ELECTIONS 

a. Info to be sent to members soon – open positions will be President Elect, Secretary and Member at Large
b. All affiliates/members encouraged to get involved

i. Nominate self or others 
c. Getting members to vote problematic
i. Noted impersonal voting methods and lack of personal contact with candidate may discourage voting 
V. WEBPAGES

a. SUMMERS 06 AND 07 Stephan provided handouts 
i. Strategic planning

ii. Applying for non-profit status
iii. Password protected storage area on AHEAD.org for repository of this type of information may be needed 

b. Board working on web-form by which affiliates can change affiliate websites so new content can be dropped in

c. Board also working on portal to post info on affiliate events or trainings  

VI. RENEWAL FOR AFFILIATES 

a. Stephen working on format for renewal of affiliate status by December for 2008 renewal 
VII. INSURANCE

a. All affiliates encourage to have general liability and BOD directors and officers liability coverage 

i. Kansas reports looking for broker and company with Stephan’s assistance 
ii. California offered info on association, “Non-Profits for Insurance”

1. Provides broker info – Lucinda will share site with group
VIII. UPDATES FROM AHEAD BOARD MEETING

a. Survey information of disability services offices/providers on type of position, background of personnel, salaries and programmatic offerings

i. Compendium publication 
ii. AHEAD will collect info every two years

iii. Next survey will be done in 2008
1. Encouraged affiliates’ membership participate in survey, even if not member of AHEAD 
b. Requests for collaborative research

i. Many requests received

ii. Designing protocols
c. AHEAD looking to do more work on international initiatives

i. AHEAD President has traveled overseas and reports international interest in universal design and disability services

d. Membership continues to rise

i. May work with affiliates to generate new members

e. Higher Education Textbook Act of 2007

i. House bill calling for improved access to printed and electronic textbooks for students unable to read printed text

1. AHEAD assisted on wording of legislation

2. Currently in House Education Committee

3. Affiliates contact Stephan for input

4. Bill proposes a national repository of accessible materials

f. AHEAD investigating means for sign-on to United Nations Convention on rights of persons with disabilities – information will be shared with affiliates when available

IX. OTHER BUSINESS

a. Terra will provide info on various topics via e-mail

i. May revamp affiliate phone-meeting format to allow more time for discussion of specific topics – 1 ½ hours really needed
ii. Develop checklist for new affiliates – Denise spearheading
1. Non profit status

2. Insurance

3. AHEAD supported website

4. Annual affiliate renewal

5. Membership recruitment

6. Planning

iii. Info on affiliate meeting in Reno

1. Pre-conference workshop

a.  New affiliates

b. Specific topics

X. ADJOURN

i. 2:20 p.m. Central 
