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1. KEYNOTE SPEAKER – PETE EARLEY
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We are very pleased to have Pete Earley as our keynote speaker for the Spring Conference (www.peteearley.com).  Pete is a reporter, author, and father of a son with a psychological disability.  In his presentation CRAZY: A Father’s Search Through America’s Mental Health Madness, Pete describes his attempts to help his son, Mike, after he is denied treatment during a psychotic break and is arrested. Pete explains why jails and prisons have become our new asylums, why this is wrong and what we need to do to turn mental health back into a health issue instead of continuing to make it a criminal justice.  Pete then presents portions of the “Minds on the Edge” Program (PBS broadcast) that explores our current mental health and legal system.

In addition, Pete will bring copies of his books with him to autograph and sell, with 100% of the profits donated to the AHEAD in Virginia Student Scholarships!

2. Best Practices Panel Discussion – Serving Student with Psychological Disabilities

A panel of our own “Virginia experts” will answer your questions and share information and ideas about how to effectively provide services to students with psychological disabilities on our campuses.  In addition, panel members will describe special policies/procedures/programs/services developed at their respective institutions to address the needs of students with mental health issues.  The panel includes:

Dr. Susan Angle, Director of Services for Students with Disabilities, Virginia Tech.

Dr. Mary Churchill, Counseling and Psychological Services, University of Richmond

Dr. Avis Quinn, Director of REACH/Student Support Services, Virginia Western CC

Dr. Chip Studwell, Director of Academic Support, Bridgewater College

Vera Hansley, VA Department of Rehabilitative Services

3. Best Practices Presentation:  Crisis Intervention, Emergency  Preparedness, Technical Standards

Cheryl Chesney-Walker, Executive Director of the Office of Special Services for Students at the Medical College of Virginia (Virginia Commonwealth University) will share information, suggestions, and strategies for how to address these current “hot topics” in disability services as related to both students with psychological disabilities and other disabilities on our campuses.

4. Food and Games

Join us for a time of socializing and networking with light food and drinks.  Then stick around for the games as folks demonstrate their knowledge of disability facts, history, and pop culture in Disability Jeopardy!  REMEMBER:  the answers must be in the form of a question!

Friday, March 25

1. Best Practices Demonstrations:  Assistive Technology

What’s new in assistive technology for students with disabilities is always a “burning” question for service providers.  Two presenters will join us to briefly share information and describe/demonstrate A.T. strategies and uses:

Korey Singleton, Manager of Assistive Technology Institute, George Mason University – GMU has been involved lately in identifying alternative methods for captioning and providing academic support for students who are deaf/hard-of-hearing.  Korey will discuss some of the tools they are currently exploring to address the communication needs of this population.

Jeffrey Levinson, Texthelp Systems – Jeff will demonstrate the newest features of the Read&Write GOLD software product, designed to assist students who require extra assistance when reading or composing text. Jeff will also distribute free trial copies of the software

2. Legal Updates Presentation – Office of Civil Rights (U.S. Department of Education)

Always a favorite of attendees, representatives from the Office of Civil Rights (OCR) will share information about recent investigations and court cases relating to disability services in higher education

3. Students with Disabilities:  Managing and Resolving Student Conduct Complaints

It is generally accepted that misconduct is not excused by a student’s disability. However, the increasing presence of students with disabilities on campuses (and the concomitant complexity of these disabilities) poses unique challenges for student conduct and disabilities services professionals regarding the resolution of student conduct complaints. This brief presentation examines these issues and raise questions and considerations regarding managing these issues. 

Kate Broderick, Director of Office of Educational Accessibility, Old Dominion University

Dr. Dennis Gregory, Associate Professor of Educational Foundations and Leadership, 

Old Dominion University

Michael DeBowes, Director of Student Judicial Affairs, Old Dominion University
