AHEAD in Virginia

Business Meeting
2009 Fall Conference
Richmond and Wytheville, Virginia
Business meeting was called to order by Debby Wilkerson at 11:25
Debby greeted attendees at the Wytheville Community College site participating through interactive video. 
Minutes from the Spring 2009 Conference were accepted.  No additions or corrections were made.  
Treasurer’s Report:  
Nancy Beach submitted the Treasurer’s Report.  The Association is in good financial standing with a total of $13,634.60 in checking and four CDs totalling $18,103.32. 
Committee Reports

Membership:  Woody Hanes

Woody Hanes reported a current membership of 104 members, with potential for over 200 members across the state.  She gave an update on the current membership drive. 

The new AHEAD in Virginia brochure has been developed for dissemination.  
Woody challenged attendees to consider: What is it about AHEAD that causes you to be here today? She called for input from members in attendance for more ideas to use in outreach materials for reaching new potential members. A survey by national AHEAD found that primary membership benefits include:  1) networking 2) learning about best practices and 3) opportunities for professional development.

The state Transition Network and Transition Forum (scheduled this year for March 15-17, 2010) were mentioned as good opportunities to reach out to other organizations and potential members across the state.
Other efforts to increase membership have included offering institutional memberships and looking at other means of structuring AHEAD in Virginia conferences (such as the interactive video format used at the current conference). 
Scholarship:  Kate Broderick
Given the association’s strong financial standing, there is an opportunity to either increase the monetary value of the current scholarships, or add an additional category for scholarships to assist students in need.  Kate requested feedback and suggestions on the conference evaluation forms.
Suggestions were made by attendees to consider awards designated for public and private institutions and to think about how other AHEAD in Virginia members including agency members (such as OCR) might be able to nominate worthy applicants. 
Government Relations Committee:  Virginia Riley
Report provided by Debby Wilkerson.  Debby and Win Stevens reported on a presentation made to the Commission on Disabilities, a group appointed by the governor consisting of legislators and community members. They presented  information about our association and what we do with students as well as a copy of the report from the Va HELP summit. They received a positive response including an interest in supporting the association’s mission and needs. Kate Broderick is working with Win and Debbie to gather additional data to support needs and future requests.
Nominating Committee: Nancy Mitchell

Nancy reported that Jack Trammell (Randolph-Macon College) has been nominated as president elect.  She invited input from the membership on future nominees.
Communications:  Scott Guebert reporting from Wytheville 
The e-mail distribution list has been updated.  The membership was requested to notify Scott with any changes in contact information or with any additional names to be added to the list. 
The Disability Directory on the web page will be updated after the conference.   This is a useful outreach tool with high schools and families in transition planning.
The listserv is active and available as a membership benefit. 
Action Items

Spring conference:  Tina Barnes chair
 Debby Wilkerson reported that the spring conference will be held at the Elston Inn in Sweetbriar, Virginia, March 25-26, 2010. A block of rooms are being held for AHEAD in Virginia attendees at the state rate.
Topics for the conference are still being considered. Suggestions from the membership are welcome.  Current topics that are being explored include:  1) Information on Asperger’s syndrome and 2) Documentation considerations from the perspective of a psychologist.  

Special event: Spring 2010 will mark the  20 year celebration of AHEAD in Virginia!  On  March 25th a celebratory dinner will be held inviting all past presidents to honor their service.
Follow up Items
Lending Library:  The resources of the lending library are available for association members.  Relevant CDs and DVDs are being gathered for member use in  awareness programs and faculty training.  The list of DVDs and CDs that are available for checkout have been posted to the website.  Members may submit suggestions for future purchases.
Carry over Items
AHEAD in Virginia is partnering with Virginia Tech, Radford University, and New River Community College to sponsor an upcoming event for National Disability Employment Awareness month.  The event will be held October 19, 2009 in Blacksburg.  All are encouraged to attend. 

A special thank you was presented to Scott Guebert for his continuing work as chair of Communication. An engraved pen was presented.
Introduction of New President

Debby Wilkerson thanked the association for the positive experience of service as president and welcomed Win Stevens as the new president.
Win’s first act as president was to thank Debby for two years of service as president, and to express his gratitude for the opportunity to  serve the association in the role of president.
Meeting closed at 12:05.
Submitted by Sally Scott, AHEAD in Virginia secretary.
