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The signature wounds of this war include orthopedic and related injuries involving the spine and brain, and burns, mental health disabilities including depression, PTSD and alcohol and drug use, and traumatic brain injuries. Veterans returning from combat will benefit from a continuum of services available at community colleges and universities. For example, De Anza College in Cupertino, CA provides a range of individual tutoring, self paced instruction and remedial classes in basic skills from sixth grade to twelfth grade level, along with classes on specific topics like college success, and assessment services. In California about 76% of the students using the veteran’s educational benefits are attending community colleges. They are working collaboratively with the VA Palo Alto Polytrauma Center. Another example is the University of Ca Santa Cruz (UCSC) peer mentoring program that has increased veterans’ services on campus with peer student counselors to assist veterans in a successful transition at the university. Other universities are developing student veteran organizations on campus to provide peer support to returning veterans. Combat2College is an example of a national model that facilitates veteran friendly campuses by focusing on all veterans to minimize stigma and emphasize a strengths perspective.

 
Campuses that are currently in the planning process are encouraged to utilize an action research model. A pragmatic action research model is proposed in order for educational institutions to develop a comprehensive response to the growing number of veterans with disabilities enrolling in colleges and universities in order to continue their education.  The action research model is a democratic and collaborative approach to the development of knowledge and developing action, based upon a learning process that is initiated between the researchers and the local stakeholders.  The local stakeholders (veterans are considered to be co-researchers)        involvement and the research results are based on collaboration that results in social transformation through the combination of research, analysis and action design.  The purpose of this approach is to utilize the community to increase their capability in developing and sustaining an equitable environment and promote self development and independence.  Action research is participatory because the group is self managing.  By utilizing research, new knowledge is generated.  The role of the facilitator is to establish participation that transforms the environment and results in change.  The democratic process is viewed as an open system, and diversity contributes to enhanced opportunities for growth and social change (Greenwood & Levin, 2007).



One strength of this approach is that the methodology adapts to the local environment and participants.  Knowledge is generated by the co-generative research between the researchers and participants that results in the process of dialogue and mutual learning.  Ideally, the participants develop the capacity to establish and manage their own environment. An action research approach may be utilized locally as colleges and universities work with veterans in order to develop an approach to incorporate successful outcomes for those students returning to campuses following their exposure to combat trauma and injuries.
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I can be reached at tomchurch18@aol.com or (408) 489-9045 if you have information to share on successful programs and strategies. Achilles in Vietnam (1994) and Odysseus in America by Jonathan Shay detail the trauma of war and the long journey home.
