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"Learning disability is a general term that refers to a 
heterogeneous group of disorders manifested by 
significant difficulties in the acquisition and use  of 
listening, speaking, reading, writing, reasoning, o r 
mathematical abilities. 
These disorders are intrinsic to the individual and 
presumed to be due to central nervous system 
dysfunctions. …problems of self-regulation, social 
perception and social interaction are not evidence of a 
disability…The learning disabilities do not stem fro m a 
sensory disability, mental retardation, mental 
disturbance or environmental factors such as a cult ure 
gap, instructional deprivation, or psychogenic 
factors.“ (National Joint Committee on Learning Disabilities,  
1994, pp. 56-66).

�Yael Meltzer  yael@adm.telhai.ac.il 

LD students have difficulties adjusting to  

academic studies, in areas of academic skills, 

planning and organizing theoretical material 

(Dahan, 2003), as well as technical writing 

(Heiman & Precel, 2003), first and second 

language skills, time management and general 

organization. (Dahan, Lidor-Hadas, and Meltzer, 2006, 2008).    
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In addition to these obstacles, emotional 

difficulties and low self-esteem may also create 

a gap between self-competence and actual 

performance (Einat, 2001; Gregg, 2003). 

The self-assessment of academic and 

intellectual competence of students with 

learning disabilities falls below that of students 

who do not have such disabilities (Wertheim, Vogel 

& Fresco, 2004).
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� About 1.5% of Israeli university students and 
2.3% of college students are LD. (Margalit, Breznitz and 
Aharoni, 1998; Heem, Yunes and Friedman, 2002). 

� These percentages resemble the comparable 
figures for the United States and England. 

� 15% of Tel Hai Students are learning disabled –
higher than any other academic institution in 
Israel (3%-5%) (Meltzer 2007)
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� Students mentor students.

� In 2008, 200 students mentored 220  
students with learning disabilities.

� Students with learning disabilities 
were among the mentors.

� The personal mentoring program 
develops assistive communicative 
ties.

� A coordinator and the professional 
staff train and follow the mentor and 

mentorees progress .
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� The faculty includes lecturers from 
the fields of liberal arts, humanities, 
sciences, and technology.

� Experts in the field of learning 
disabilities.  

� Counselors & psychologists.

� Social Workers.

� Evaluation staff (Experts in program 
evaluation and LD)
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Three doctoral dissertations on the 
center’s various activities were 
completed:

������
�	������*����
� ������
�	������*����
� 

Yael Meltzer  yael@adm.telhai.ac.il 24

� Writing Literacy (Dahan, 2003).
� Emotional Aspects (Einat, 2001).
� Assistive Technology Aspects (Tamir, 2006).
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Unification workshop in the summer course
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33Empowerment in academic writing ability

The approach
Social writing

Emphasis on process and product
Meta-cognitive development
Reflective, critical learning

Writing while integrating reading, writing, speech,
listening and observation (Dahan 2003)

Interdisciplinar
y

Intervention
Many available
Professionals

Working
together

Environmental
variables

������� of 
time

Two month 
focused 

intervention

Continuity

Daily 
learning 

and ongoing
practice in
the class 

Areas of 
disability

In temporal 
processing

In phonological 
awareness
In memory 

(immediate/work)
In automation 
processes

In social skills 

Personal variables

�	�
�� of
Strength
Personal 

knowledge
personal voice

Strategies
Awareness
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Mathematics Track
� Instil the basics thoroughly
� Give experience in 

handling academic 
teaching materials

� Rehearse effective study 
methods

� Special attention to 
properly understanding 
the materials and effective 
use of exercises

Physics Track
� Instil the basics of physics’ 

approach to size and units 
of measurement and the 
relationship between them.

� Describe and analyze a 
simple issue in physics 

Chemistry Track
� Familiarize with chemical 

materials
� Familiarize with academic 

teaching materials
� Extend computational 

knowledge 
	�Yael Meltzer  yael@adm.telhai.ac.il 

Drama Therapy Workshop – Mask 
Preparation

38Yael Meltzer  yael@adm.telhai.ac.il 
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Non-LD 
students

LD 
students

0.22***0.06Psychometric 
entrance exam

0.33***0.22Matriculation 
grade average

*** p < .001
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� Entrance mean scores (Psychometric and 
matriculation) of LD students were lower than non-
LD students.

� Among LD groups, the lowest mean scores were 
obtained by summer course group as compared with 
other two LD groups. 

� LD students achieved higher bachelor’s degree 
scores than non-LD students.

� No significant difference between three support typ e 
groups of LD was found regarding bachelor’s degree 
mean score.

� Low correlation between entrance grades and 
bachelor’s degree mean score was found among LD 
students.
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� 22% of LD graduates continue advanced 
academic studies, and an additional 7% 
completed advanced academic studies.

� 88% of the graduates are employed

� About half of the graduates are married, and 
35% have children. 

Yael Meltzer  yael@adm.telhai.ac.il 
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The program is guided by evaluation and research

The evaluation has been ongoing for 12 years 
(1997-2008)

Three doctoral dissertations on the center’s 
various activities were completed:

1) Writing Literacy �O�k�ˆ�•�ˆ�•�S�G�Y�W�W�Z�P�U

2) Emotional Aspects �O�l�•�•�ˆ�›�S�G�Y�W�W�X�P�U

3) Assistive Technology Aspects �O�{�ˆ�”�•�™�S�G�Y�W�W�]�P�U

� In 1996-2005, 23% of Tel -Hai students who 
graduated with honors were learning disabled.

� In 1996-2005, 33% of Tel- Hai students who 
graduated Suma Cum Laude were learning disabled.

� In 1996-2009, 1100 students received support 
services.

47Yael Meltzer  yael@adm.telhai.ac.il 

Professor Susan Vogel –
Northern Illinois University  
- leading expert in
development of support 
services for college 
students,  and consultant 
to Tel Hai CLD
Professor  Marc Wilchesky-
York University of Toronto
who wrote the original 
program in 1994.
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Yael Meltzer  yael@adm.telhai.ac.il 
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To all the good people along 
the way who helped to make 
a dream come true with 
their ideas and support, 
enabling us to be the 
supporting angels to 
hundreds of students and 
their families, to guide them 
to a productive and 
successful life.


