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College Options for People 
with Intellectual Disabilities

INSTITUTE FOR COMMUNITY INCLUSION
UNIVERSITY OF MASSACHUSETTS BOSTON

Agenda
• Who are we talking about?

• Current Practice

• Higher Education Opportunity Act

• New Federal Grants 

• Training and TA Opportunities
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• 2 year colleges: 51.3%

• 4 year colleges: 41.8%

• Technical/Trade School: 6.9%

• In existence 3 months - 35 years

College/University 17.1%

Adult Service Agency 11.8%

Private Pay 51.3%

Scholarship 11.8%

Financial Aid 18.4%

School District 39.5%

Who 
Pays?
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Key Practices
• Person Centered Planning

• Universal Design 

• Mentoring

• Educational Coaching

Key Practices

• Competitive 
Employment

• EvaluationLocal 
and/or Regional Cross 
Agency Coordinating 
TeamCreative and 
Collaborative Funding

Higher Education 
Opportunity Act

• New eligibility for Financial Aid

• Model Demonstration Programs

• Coordinating Center
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THREE FEDERALLY FUNDED PROJECTS

Research, training/technical assistance 
and 

model demonstration related to 
increasing access to postsecondary 

education 
for people with 

intellectual/developmental disabilities

ResearchResearch
Training/Tech. Training/Tech. 
AssistanceAssistance

Model DemonstrationModel Demonstration

ResearchResearch• Funded by National Institute on 
Rehabilitation Research (NIDRR)

• Co-Coordinated

• National Survey of postsecondary 
options

• Secondary Data Analysis

• Database of Training/TA materials
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• National Training Initiative of the 
Administration on Developmental 
Disabilities

• Partnering with University Centers of 
Excellence in Developmental 
Disabilities

Training/Technical AssistanceTraining/Technical Assistance

• Capacity Building Institutes

• On-site & phone-based Technical 
Assistance

• Webinars

• On-line self-paced training modules

Training/Technical AssistanceTraining/Technical Assistance

Participatory Action Participatory Action 
ResearchResearch

Utilizing multimedia tools to support 
participatory research with students with 

intellectual disabilities who are attending college

voice������
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• Funded by Office of Special Education 
Programs (OSEP)

• Partnerships between high schools and 
community colleges in Massachusetts

• Dual enrollment for students with 
intellectual disabilities

Model DemonstrationModel Demonstration

• Database of existing PSE options

• Publications

• Monthly newsletter

• Briefs

• Journal Articles

• Partnering with University Centers of 
Excellence in Dev. Disabilities

ResourcesResources
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www.thinkcollege.net

Contact UsContact UsPrincipal Investigator: Debra Hart
debra.hart@umb.edu

Co-Principal Investigator for Research: Meg 
Grigal

megrigal@transcen.org
Project Coordinator: Cate Weir

cathryn.weir@umb.edu
PAR Coordinator:  Maria Paiewonsky

maria.paiewonsky@umb.edu
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