TN-AHEAD NEWSLETTER SPRING 2006

NOTE FROM THE PRESIDENT: 

Greetings from Memphis!

 

I hope this email finds you all doing well and having a wonderful summer. As my role as President comes to an end, I want to thank you all for the opportunity to serve the organization this year. I have been fortunate to work with such talented members on the 2005-2006 TN-AHEAD board, and I hope you will all join me in thanking them for their outstanding work and service. 

 

For TN-AHEAD, 2005-2006 has been another productive year. Two new sub-committees were formed in July 2005. First, the Transition Issues Sub-committee, chaired by Kathy Lutes, worked to further facilitate the transition process to postsecondary education for students with disabilities in TN and continues to make exciting advancements in this area. Second, the Historical Sub-committee, chaired by John Harris, began researching and building the history of TN-AHEAD and will create a living document that will be updated annually. In addition, TN-AHEAD offered a variety of new professional development opportunities this year including the Southern Regional Disability Conference, TN-AHEAD Drive-In Conference on psychiatric disabilities, and regional meetings for TN disability services providers.  

 

Besides sharing a few highlights from the year, I want to take this opportunity to say how wonderful it is to work with such an amazing group of disability service providers across the state. TN-AHEAD is fortunate to have such talented and dedicated members. 

 

Later this summer, the old and new board members will meet to exchange information on the duties associated with each position. If you have suggestions for things you would like to see TN-AHEAD work toward this year, please do not hesitate to contact one of the new board members to share your ideas.  

 

Sincerely yours,

Melissa Butler McCowen

President, TN-AHEAD

 
SOUTHERN REGIONAL DISABILITY CONFERENCE:

TN worked with GA, FL, SC, KY, and AL to co-sponsor the first ever Southern Regional Disability Conference in Atlanta, GA on March 29-31, 2006 with keynote speaker Salome Heyward, JD.  This included pre-conference sessions on (1) Program Evaluation/CAS Standards and (2) Disability 101.  With over 150 people in attendance, TN had the second largest number (35) of registrants! 

DRIVE-IN CONFERENCE:
The Drive-In Conference held at MTSU on May 18, 2006 was a success!  Approximately 50 members attended the full day event, with the highlight being a keynote address from Dr. Lorraine Wolfe discussing serving students with psychiatric disabilities in higher education.   A few key points of interest I learned was that first, HIPPA does NOT prevent documentation sharing for disability determination purposes.  Second, obtaining a CURRENT GAF score from the psychiatric provider can be crucial in helping best serve the student.  The presentation generated good discussion and questions from the TNAHEAD group.

Adaptive Technology: Amy Burks gave an excellent presentation about adaptive technology.  We were all impressed with her budget ($$$) and her knowledge of cutting edge technology.  The presentation has generated much discussion about sharing books that have already been scanned and the process it would take for all schools to being able to share texts.  
Awards Ceremony:
Dona Sparger Professional Service Award: Michelle Rigler from the University of Tennessee-Chattanooga.

TN-AHEAD Appreciation Award: Paula Petty-Ward from Columbia State Community College.
TN-AHEAD Outstanding Student Award: Frank Meeuwis from the University of Tennessee- Knoxville.

TN-AHEAD 2006-2007 Scholarship Award: Madonna Kemp from University of Tennessee Chattanooga.
AHEAD WEBSITE: Please check the website regularly for announcements and other conferences of interest.  A recent addition made to the site includes a listing of all schools affiliated with TN-AHEAD and their websites.  It’s listed under the “About” link under the Tennessee affiliates link.

HISTORICAL SUB-COMMITTEE:  John Harris is continuing to work on gathering information about the history of TN-AHEAD (where we’ve been and the progress we’ve made).  If you have any information you would like to share, please contact John via email at jlharris@mtsu.edu or 615-898-2783.

CONGRATULATIONS!!
TN-AHEAD officers for 2006-2007 will be:

President-  Susan TePaske, University of Memphis

President-Elect-   Janet Norman, Middle Tenn. State University

Secretary-  Wanda Gocher-Johnson, Chattanooga State Technical Community College

Treasurer-  Trish Scudder, Tennessee State University

Membership Chair-  Emily Singer, University of Tennessee Knoxville

Education Chair-  Michelle Rigler, University of Tennessee Chattanooga

Communications Chair-    Melissa Smith, Vanderbilt University

External Affairs Chair-  Shannon Crabtree, University of Tennessee Knoxville

Immediate Past President-  Melissa Butler McCowen, Rhodes College

