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President’s Note

Greetings, TN-AHEAD members! 

What a wonderful time to be in Tennessee!  We are finally beginning to see signs of the fall season and enjoying milder temperatures.  I know this new season coincides with a busy point in the semester, and I hope that this newsletter finds you all doing well and staying afloat.  

The TN-AHEAD Executive Board Members are busy working on a variety of important issues.  I am very excited about the upcoming year and would like to share some highlights with you.  In an effort to promote networking and discussion among our membership, we will be having Regional Meetings this fall.  Representatives from West, Middle, East, and Southeast Tennessee will be coordinating a meeting place and time for their respective areas.  Stay tuned to the listserv for more information on those meetings.

Next Spring will bring two new and exciting opportunities for our members.  Tennessee will be co-sponsoring the Southern Regional Conference (March 29-31, 2006) with Georgia, Alabama, and North Carolina. The Southern Regional Conference—Beyond Accommodations: Examining the Development of Students with Disabilities in Higher Education—will be held in the recently refurbished downtown area of Atlanta, GA and will provide ample opportunity to network and learn from our colleagues in different states. This will also provide a chance for interested Tennesseans to submit a proposal and present at the conference. 

In an effort to provide TN-AHEAD members with yet another educational/professional development opportunity, Tammye Tanksley is currently working to plan a one-day drive-in workshop in middle TN in late April or May 2006. This workshop will include an informative keynote speaker, networking/breakout sessions, and the annual TN-AHEAD awards/business meeting. Details will soon follow.

The Board formed two new sub-committees in July of this year.  First, a History Sub-Committee, chaired by John Harris, has been tasked with forming a detailed, living record of the history of the TN-AHEAD organization.  Second, Kathy Lutes will chair a Transition Issues Sub-Committee and serve on the Transition Planning Services Committee through the TN Department of Education.

In addition, Janet Norman has been researching opportunities for community outreach/workshops for transition issues in post-secondary education and addressing external affairs issues as they arise.  Emily Singer is busy working on the membership recruitment and renewals.  Finally, Amy Cagle has been working on preparing an informative fall newsletter and on updating the TN-AHEAD website. 

As we look ahead to this new year, I am especially thankful for our Board members’ tremendous talent, enthusiasm, and dedication to serving the TN-AHEAD organization.  Please know that the Board and I are here to serve and represent you.  We take our jobs very seriously and welcome your concerns, comments, and involvement.  It is my sincere hope that we will all take ownership of our state organization and find ways to become more involved.  There are many opportunities for you to make a difference and help make TN-AHEAD the strongest it can be.

Best wishes,

Melissa Butler McCowen

TNAHEAD BUSINESS MEETINGS:

Several things were discussed at the business meetings on July 22, 2005 and October 6, 2005.  The elected board members for 2005-2006 are as follows:

President: Melissa Butler McCowen (Rhodes College)

President-Elect: Susan TePaske (University of Memphis)

Immediate Past President: Kathy Lutes (Chattanooga State Technical Community College)

Treasurer: Sara Ezell (Vanderbilt University)

Secretary: Sharon Robertson (University of Tennessee at Martin)

Education Chair: Tammye Tanksley (Belmont University)

External Affairs Chair: Janet Norman (Middle Tennessee State University)

Membership Chair: Emily Singer (University of Tennessee)

Communications Chair: Amy Cagle (Wilson County Schools)

IDEA CHANGES:  Kathy Lutes, immediate past president, has agreed to serve on a transition subcommittee concerning the Summary of Performance (SOP) now mandated by new IDEA regulations.  She is a member of the statewide Transition Planning Services committee led by Jane Winstead from the Tennessee Department of Education.  Kathy will keep TNAHEAD aware of SOP issues as they may pertain to documentation at the post-secondary level.
HISTORY: TNAHEAD would like to keep a running history of our organization’s accomplishments.  
John Harris has agreed to serve on the history subcommittee for TNAHEAD.  As a way to preserve the beginnings of TNAHEAD, he will compile information and pictures of TNAHEAD throughout the years.  If you have any pictures, information, minutes, etc. that you would like to share, please forward to John Harris at MTSU Box 7 Murfreesboro, TN 37132.

**If you would like to assist John or Kathy on these committees, please contact them, I’m sure they would welcome the assistance!

SOUTHERN REGIONAL DISABILITY CONFERENCE:

TNAHEAD has decided to partner with Georgia, Alabama, and North Carolina this year to co-sponsor a southern regional conference in lieu of our annual conference.  The conference is scheduled for March 29-31, 2006 at the Atlanta Holiday Inn in Decatur.  Room rates will be $99 per night with a registration fee of $125.  Salome Heyward will be one of the keynote speakers.  TNAHEAD will also sponsor a one day drive in conference in late April or May for TNAHEAD members.

TNAHEAD Regional meetings are currently being scheduled.  October 25th has been selected as the date for the Chattanooga area.  Contact Kathy Lutes for more details.  Stay tuned for information about dates and times for the remaining regional meetings.
ALTERNATIVE TEXT LEGISLATION:  TNAHEAD is considering having a position statement regarding legislation in this area.    The board will be looking at information from other states that have already done so (i.e. Ohio).

NATIONAL AHEAD CONFERENCE:  Several TNAHEAD members were able to attend the national AHEAD conference this summer.  Here’s what they had to say:  There was lots of discussion on the SOP and transition issues to post-secondary education issues.  There was also lots of talk about Electronic text and some collaborative efforts between publishers and AHEAD.  Of course, the OCR sessions were packed and the Justice Department talked about compliance reviews.
