TNAHEAD NEWSLETTER FALL, 2004

President’s Notes
Happy fall semester!  Isn’t the beginning of a new year amazing?  Just when you thought you had everything figured out, twenty (or more) new students come in who show you right away that you still have a lot to learn!  I’m finding out quickly that being your President is a lot like that.  I thought serving on the Board for several years would prepare me for the duties I would face, but it’s a whole different learning curve once you’re actually on the job.

I am excited about what lies ahead, though, and am so very fortunate to have such a talented and enthusiastic group of people to work with on the Board of Directors.  I depend on their wisdom and judgment to help me see things clearly more that they will ever know.  And I am most grateful for the example that Deb Anderson set for me in demonstrating grace under pressure.

We’ve had a group of TN-AHEAD members working tirelessly with representatives from Rehabilitation Services to negotiate the language to be included in the Interagency Agreement, something that’s been on the table for a number of years.  I know this has not been an easy job and there were battles fought on both sides, but their commitment to seeing this task through to its completion only serves to demonstrate the kind of dedicated people that make up TN-AHEAD.  My thanks to John Harris, Susan TePaske, Deb Anderson, Tammye Tanksley, Ann Satkowiak, and Emily Singer for all their efforts.

Plans are well underway for the 2005 Spring conference in Nashville, and I think you’re going to be really excited about what’s being planned.  Melissa Butler and Linda Gibson are up to their elbows and then some in getting all the arrangements taken care of.  And Melissa is trying to plan her wedding on top of all this!  This should be one of the best conferences we’ve had in a good while, and the location is superb- the Millenium Maxwell House.  I know that travel money is tight, but if you can manage it, this is one conference you won’t want to miss.

I was sad to get the news that Sherry Aaker is leaving us for the hills of North Carolina.  She’s taken a job as Dean of Students at Wilson Technical Community College, in the Raleigh-Durham area (not quite so hilly, but far away just the same).  Sherry has been a long-time member of TN-AHEAD and has served our organization as president.  We wish her well in her new job, and will remember fondly all of her years of service to her students, staff, and TN-AHEAD.

Please know that the Board and I are here to serve you.  We want your input, ideas, comments, and concerns as we move through the coming year.  We are committed to representing you in all that we do, and take our responsibilities very seriously.  Help us make TN-AHEAD a strong, vital organization so that we all can take that energy back to share with and learn from each other.

Kathy Lutes

President, TN-AHEAD

CONFERENCE UPDATE

You don’t want to miss a conference such as this!

Theme: HOWDY PARTNER!  Developing Partnerships in Post-Secondary Education
When: April 6th, 7th, and 8th, 2004

Where: Millenium Maxwell House in Nashville, TN

Location

The Millennium Maxwell House, Nashville is conveniently located

five minutes from downtown, shopping, entertainment, restaurants and

major Nashville attractions. The hotel features sweeping views of scenic

Nashville. Overlooking the MetroCenter Office Park, the Millennium

Maxwell House is a great location and features all the special touches

appreciated by business and pleasure travelers alike. The friendly

staff and attentive service found at the Millennium Maxwell House

exemplify Tennessee’s tradition of gracious southern hospitality.
**25 rooms have been reserved for members who would like to make reservations.  Reservations should be made by March 7th, and the hotel has given us a rate of $92.00 per night for reservations made by March 7th.

INTERAGENCY AGREEMENT UPDATE

A committee of TN-AHEAD members has been working tirelessly with Vocational Rehabilitation to come to a cooperative agreement between post-secondary institutions and VR.  Language is now being finalized and information will be forthcoming when the agreement becomes final.
GOOD NEWS FROM AROUND THE STATE

Shannon Crabtree is the new LD Coordinator at the University of Tennessee Knoville.  Shannon started in August 2004, and came to the state from East Lansing, Michigan.  Welcome Shannon!

Tina Ogle-Carlton, from the Postsecondary Education Consortium at UTK, had a baby girl on August 11th (Macy Jae Carlton).  Congratulations Tina!

Christy Parris has been acting Adaptive Technology Coordinator at The University of Tennessee Chattanooga for the past 3 months.
Michelle Rigler has recently joined the UTC office within the past month as Manager of Disability Services.  Welcome Christy and Michelle!

Nelda Scruggs, math tutor/educational assistant, Steve Shaver, educational specialist, and Connie Anderson, testing coordinator, are all on University of Memphis payroll as of July 1, 2004!  Their hard work has paid off as they were previously funded by the VR grant and are now on hard money.  Congratulations!

NATIONAL DISABILITY MONTH


As I’m sure you are all aware, October is disability awareness month.  The official theme adopted by the U.S. Secretary of Labor is “You’re Hired!  Success Knows No Limitations!”  I know many offices celebrate Disability Awareness month and here are a few suggestions to help celebrate: 

1. Host an Open House for your office.  Have light snacks and refreshments.

2. Host a movie night on films featuring a disability.

3. Host a career/resume fair.

I hope everyone is having a great semester!  Keep up the good work, and let me know of any news you would like to share with TN-AHEAD members.
Amy Cagle

Communications Chair, TN-AHEAD
