TNAHEAD SPRING NEWSLETTER

2005

wow!  What a great conference.  I always enjoy coming together at the conference because I feel so energized and ready to work when I come back!  What a wonderful group of people with which we are affiliated!

TNAHEAD BUSINESS MEETING:


Several things were discussed at the business meeting.  The slate of officers nominated for 2005-2006 are as follows:

President: Melissa Butler McCowen (Rhodes College)
President-Elect: Susan TePaske (University of Memphis)
Immediate Past President: Kathy Lutes (Chattanooga State Technical Community College)
Treasurer: Sara Ezell (Vanderbilt University)
Secretary: Sharon Robertson (University of Tennessee at Martin)
Education Chair: Tammye Tanksley (Belmont University)
External Affairs Chair: Janet Norman (Middle Tennessee State University)
Membership Chair: Beulah Oldham (Austin Peay State University) and Emily Singer (University of Tennessee)
Communications Chair: Amy Cagle (Wilson County Schools)
Also discussed was making the dates for future TNAHEAD conferences permanent.  For example, always having the conference during one of the first 2 weeks of April.  Other suggestions were: including the conference information on the AHEAD website and having a National AHEAD link to the TNAHEAD website (when it is developed).

GOOD NEWS

· Congratulations go out to Emily Elliot of Nashville State Community College.  Emily will be having a baby in August.
· Congratulations to Melissa Butler McCowen, newlywed from Rhodes College.

· Welcome Steven McCrary, Coordinator from Tennessee State University, first time conference attendee.

· Welcome Ashley Dumas from Lipscomb University, first time conference attendee.

· Welcome Cindy Mills, Transition teacher from Williamson County Schools, first time conference attendee.

· Several graduate students from ETSU were also able to attend the conference, Thank you!

· Welcome Toby Willis, graduate student from MTSU, first time conference attendee.

· Janet Norman, Kathy Lutes, Sara Ezell, and Amy Cagle will be presenting at the disability Mega Conference on June 2nd in Nashville on behalf of TNAHEAD.  The presentation will focus on transition issues from high school to college.

CONFERENCE HIGHLIGHTS
Our featured keynote speaker this year was Scott Lissner from The Ohio State University.   He emphasized building partnerships with others across campus such as newspapers, dining, and health services.  In addition, partnering with off campus resources is also important (SILC, VR, etc.)  Finally, the importance of technology and internet accessibility is big on college campuses.  A good resource guide is the Department of Justice ADA page (measure yourself against this page). Scott also delivered a preconference workshop titled “Six Basic Questions to Guide Access Policies.”

Sherica Clark presented valuable information about Americorp, also known as the “domestic Peace Corps.” After an application is accepted, members typically serve a one year term developing network skills, helping in the community, and learning new work skills. Americorp may be a good option for those students not sure of career path, or not yet ready for college.  For more information, please contact Sherica at 615- 741-9248.

Social Security Administration also presented the group with valuable information.  Specific programs that were discussed were “Ticket to Work” and “PASS.”  Luckily, there are excellent people who can help you (or your students) manage SSI and/or SSDI benefits.  One such person is Cathy Randall.  Her contact phone number is 1-888-839-5333.
Break out sessions were also attended during the conference.  The 2-year break out session involved discussion of accomplishments, and how to bring awareness to the campus and outside community.  Four year institutions had similar discussions.  Transitioning from high school, 2 year school, etc. to 4 year institutions was also discussed.  
AWARDS BANQUET

For the first time ever, TNAHEAD presented a $1,000 scholarship award to Chelsea Hawkins of Volunteer State Community College.  We hope to have more students nominated next year as the recipient will be a rising junior from a 4-year institution.  Get those applications in early!  Thanks to Janet Norman in helping make the scholarship a reality!

The Outstanding Student Award went to Evan Espey, a student from Volunteer State Community College.  Evan’s major is paralegal studies with plans to also attend law school.  

The Dona Sparger Professional Service Award went to Deb Anderson, former 2 term president of TNAHEAD.  Deb now serves students in the Hamilton County School System as a lead teacher.

The TNAHEAD Appreciation Award went to Amy Cagle, School Psychologist for Wilson County Schools.  Amy is the Communications Chair for TNAHEAD.

Several photos were taken at the conference, and will be sent as attachments soon!  

If you are a TNAHEAD member and were not able to attend the conference, and would like a membership directory, please contact Kathy Lutes.  Indicate the number of directories that need to be sent in one envelope, to save on postage.  Kathy’s email address is kathy.lutes@chattanoogastate.edu
Other Information


TNAHEAD is putting together a “Speakers Bureau” group.  Basically, if you are presenting at a conference or to specific groups, and you need or would like representation from TNAHEAD members to assist in presenting, please contact Janet Norman at jnorman@mtsu.edu.  The group is a great way to utilize resources across the state and draw knowledge from a large group of professionals!
