WINAHEAD Meeting
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Present:
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Veva Cheney
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Ronda Stevens

Terra Beethe

Wade Pearson

Melinda Classen

Chris Holst

Steve Korenchen

Lori Moseman

Mary Balken

Featured Speaker:  

2004 Reauthorization of IDEA and its Implications on Post-Secondary Schools

presented by Jack Sheppard, State Transition Coordinator

Highlights of Presentation (taken from Jack Shepard’s powerpoint slides and presentation)

· “The new IDEA was reauthorized in late 2004.  IDEA now states that the severe discrepancy approach ‘shall not be required’.  When determining whether a child has a specific learning disability as defined under this Act, the local educational agency shall not be required to take into consideration whether a child has a severe discrepancy between achievement and intellectual ability…”  

· The recent dramatic increase in numbers of LD students along with questions regarding the statistical basis and merits of the discrepancy approach (current approach) led to the development of IDEA reauthorization.  

· The new IDEA states the following:  “in determining whether a child has a specific learning disability, a local educational agency may use a process to see if a child responds to scientific, research-based intervention.”  In other words, the school system will want to try some different strategies with children who are identified before putting them into a Special Ed program and “labeling them”.  This may cause fewer kids to be identified as SPED/ LD because some may respond to the interventions.  “Early Intervention” is the goal and strategies can be used on any student, not just those with a potential disability.  Strategies will be used in 8 week trials.  Strategies will be developed by SPED teachers in conjunction with regular classroom teachers and the strategies need to be based on research and proof that the techniques assist the deficit noted.

· Why Use the Research Based Intervention (RTI) Model?  The traditional (current) approach needed the child to “fail” first before (s)he is identified.  It requires a general assessment which has an indirect correlation between the test and the intervention.  It also excluded low ability readers.  With the RTI approach there is early intervention and specific observation/ assessment with direct links between the two.  It would include children with reading disabilities who function above the MH level.

· The Reauthorization act becomes effective in July, 2005.  Rules and regulations are expected to be developed which will clarify portions of the law.  It is expected that this “interpretation” will be minimal and so guidelines may not be very effective.

· New with the Reauthorization Act is the “Summary of Performance”.  When a child’s services are terminated, the school will provide a summary of the child’s academic achievement and functional performance, and shall include recommendations on how to assist the child in meeting the child’s postsecondary goals.  Nebraska law should eventually define what goes in this report but in the meantime, it is not clear what goes in the report.

· With the reauthorization, transition planning may not occur until they are 16.  Hopefully many schools will continue initiating this process at age 14 as “best practice.”  There is still language that allows parents to request re-evaluation but often it is not done.  Emphasis on education of parents to ask for this re-evaluation is imperative.

· The IEP is now required to identify post-secondary goals.  There may be problems in determining what is measurable and who is accountable if goals are not reached once they leave school… (will schools lose funding if outcomes are not met?)  Also there is minimal language regarding linking adult service agencies like Vocational Rehabilitation

Discussion Points Generated from the Presentation

· With the new act, formal evaluations are not required for graduating students or those that “age out”.  This contradicts the need from Colleges for “current” documentation of a disability to determine eligibility for needed post-secondary school services and/ or accommodations and modifications in post-secondary education.  

· Parents need to be informed to ask for re-evaluation, otherwise it won’t get done.  They need to file a complaint with the State department  (Special Populations Office of the Education Office) if they don’t evaluate.

· We may see goals for the IEP that student will “enroll” in post-secondary education (but goal may not specify that they will be “successful” in post-secondary schools).

· Supposedly under the new plan, fewer children will be identified as bonefied learning disabled students…The transcript of a child who received resources to meet minimum competencies but wasn’t “identified” as LD/SPED, may have all “A’s” but may have had interventions all the way through school (so may not be prepared for a post secondary curriculum).

· Will the Reauthorization cause a chasm to evolve between High Schools and Colleges/ Universities?  Will our invitations to speak on transition stop because we will be telling students/ parents to get re-evaluated because we are under a different system that needs data.  We will need to acknowledge their “response to intervention”

· Another impact of the Reauthorization of IDEA may include requested ACT 

accommodations not being granted because any history of testing accommodations may 

not be documented anymore because they are classified as “classroom strategies”.

· Finally, those post-secondary institutions that will use IEP’s to determine eligibility status, may no longer be able to use the document especially if no MDT is attached.  If IQ is not retested and compared to achievement scores, then disability can’t be 

determined according to documentation criteria.

OLD BUSINESS

Western Swing Reimbursement:  

All eligible WINAHEAD members have been reimbursed.

Transition Presentation:  

There was a recommendation to put a slide on documentation needs into the transition 

presentation.  Currently there is not a specific slide although the information is usually

covered in the presentation.  It was decided for now to put it into the script …after July 

1st, there may be a more critical need for a specific slide.  Also, it was discussed that if 

an IEP states goal is post-secondary education, then high school should test.  

For this reason, WINAHEAD needs to be sure to continue to educate teachers and 

parents regarding this point. (Slide #3 states it is the parent’s responsibility to advocate 

for testing in K-12).

Melinda and Veva volunteered to come up with options for the slide show.

Letters of Invitation to Join WINAHEAD 

Letters were mailed in early March.  Mary Balken will follow-up with phone calls to 

each institution.

NEW BUSINESS

WINAHEAD Logo

Terra Beethe presented several logos for use by WINAHEAD.  One was picked with 

slight modifications recommended.  Thanks Terra!!

Transition Summer Institute


Transition: Creating a Future- Summer Institute


Transition from School to Work and Community Living for Students with Disabilities


Room 313 Barkley Center-East Campus;  Course #8931; Call #4142


WINAHEAD representatives will speak on Thursday, July 14th from 2:30-4:00 pm.  

If you are available to help present, please contact Veva Cheney.

2005-2006 Disability Related Conference Events website

http://www.ideal-group.org/calendar


Terra Beethe provided information on a website with a variety of disability related 

conferences.  For those who did not receive it, Terra will re-send the web address.

ADA Conference-Creighton University- April 21


Wade Pearson announced an ADA Conference from 11:00-3:00, April 21 including 

several featured speakers, a student panel, and lunch.  RSVP needed.

New Member


An Educational Psychology graduate student will be sitting in on WINAHEAD 

meetings

AHEAD


No report

Next Meeting 

Next Meeting is May 19th  at Southeast Community College.  Cristy Horn will speak on 

interagency agreements between Blind and Visually Impaired Services and Post-

secondary schools.  Nominations will be taken in May and voted on.

