WIN AHEAD Minutes

October 6, 2004

ATTENDEES:

Terra  Beethe, Bellevue University
Veva Cheney, UNL
Inge Jacobs, Bellevue University
Chris Holst, Metropolitain Community College
Chris Hess, Metropolitain Community College
Steve Korenchen, Metropolitain Community College
Susie Dunn, Southeast Community College
Kate Clark, UNO
Lisa Kramme, Midland Lutheran College
Melinda Classen, Metropolitain Community College
Wade Pearson, Creighton University
Charlene Erskine, Creighton University
Debbie Forshee-Sweeny, Union College
Elliott Smith, Union College
Tom Allison, CSM

Western Swing 

Lisa reviewed the travel plans for next week.  Those who are traveling are: Melinda Classen, Susie Dunn, Chris Hess, Lisa Kramme, Veva Cheney, Kate Clark, Bob Kluge and David Brandt.  One group will travel to Scottsbluff & Ainsworth, another will travel to North Platte and the other will be in Milford, Grand Island and Adams Central (near Hastings). 

Everyone will bring documentation folders, handouts, and disks for those who do not have access to print.  Each disk is loaded with the list of contacts, handouts, the power point, and an accessible Word version of power point. 

Training for Transition Specialists 

Lisa will train members of the Transition Advisory Committee, which includes high school transition specialists, administrators and agency representatives on October 15 on use of a modified version of our transition presentation.  She sent out final copy of the training power point (marked “Ooops”) earlier this week on the listserv.  Some slides were moved so that the presentation will make sense when the presenters are not WINAHEAD members. 

Grant Proposal 

Lisa submitted the grant proposal for the upcoming year.  She posted it on the WINAHEAD listserv last week.  She asked for $3000.  Some things mentioned in the grant were the goal of putting our power point on the website and increasing advertising efforts.  Those who are traveling on the Western Swing trip are reminded to submit their expenses to Lisa. 

Re-evaluation Issues for Transition Students 

The report, “Re-evaluation Issues for Transition Students” was provided to all in attendance.  Lisa and Wade were part of the group who compiled the information regarding high school to college transition.
Bylaws

Susie re-wrote the WINAHEAD Bylaws so that they were more reflective of the group.  They were reviewed at the meeting and a few changes were suggested:  
· elections for new officers will be held during the May meeting, 
· the last half of the sentence in Article V, fourth bullet point regarding the Treasurer and receipt of funds was deleted; the sentence will end with the word ‘received’

· ‘Encouraging’ on page one will be changed to ‘encourage’

A vote for approval of the new bylaws will take place at the November meeting.
Tall Oaks

Susie volunteered at the last Tall Oaks Conference to assist with the registration process for the 2005 Conference.  Her offer for assistance, on behalf of WINAHEAD, was made as a gesture of appreciation to the Missouri and Kansas AHEAD affiliates who have sponsored Tall Oaks for several years.  She has not received any information about how to begin helping with registration, and will continue to contact Andrew Shoemaker at KU for more information.

New Member Mentor

Lisa pointed out how helpful fellow WINAHEAD members are as a source of information and support for professional who are new to the field of disability services.  As the organization has grown it has also become more formal which has many benefits.  However, she doesn’t want to lose the individual help that new members can receive from other, more seasoned, members.  She suggested some format for ensuring one-on-one contact, or some other type of program or mentor system.  Inge and Tom both spoke about the value of such a program.  Several ideas followed:

· the mentor should be someone the mentee feels comfortable with, or know better;

· we already do this informally
· mentors should be someone who has been part of WINAHEAD for a certain length of time, such as five years or more
· one person could provide a brief Orientation to new members and then help them connect with a mentor, rather than one person always being the mentor

· perhaps a list of people who want to mentor could be compiled

· mentee chooses their mentor

· new members may not realize that their questions are welcome; this program may keep them from feeling like a ‘bother’

· new members have two basic needs; orientation to WINAHEAD and adjusting to their new role including facets of that role such as politics, administrative duties, etc.

The conversation also turned toward recruitng new members.  Susie suggested we offer that to other people in state through a flyer or bookmark.  Personal contact, Melinda suggested, is what really brings in new people more effectively than a written piece.
Everyone agreed the idea warranted further thought and discussion.

Website

Kate will submit some text and graphics to AHEAD for the first-ever WINAHEAD website.  She encouraged everyone to suggest changes and improvements at any time, since websites can evolve based on needs.

UNO Tech Day

The Assistive Technology Fair normally held at UNO in October has been moved to February this year.  Input from high school counselors led to the adjustment.  Further updates will be provided at WINAHEAD meetings and on the listserv.

Announcements from AHEAD

As the new co-secretary, Kate was not sure if everyone received the same AHEAD updates that she did through e-mail.  So that group members could be sure they were getting all of the necessary information, She brought two recent messages. Everyone had received them.

LDA State Conference

Melinda shared information about some opportunities for advertising and networking at the LDA (Learning Disability Association) State Conference.  The group asked Melinda to arrange for our handouts to be available if there was no cost and she agreed.
Workers Compensation Program

Nov. 9 representatives will speak about Private Rehab and Workers Comp information. This may effect the population of students at various colleges.  Please let Melinda know if you want to attend.
Disability Mentoring

Melinda continues to work with a committee on providing mentors in the workplace for students with disabilities and provided an update on their work.  There was a breakfast held recently in which 19 students participated, out of a possible 50.  She thought the low turnout was a result of the committee not having made plans until July.  This was the second time the program was held and they plan to do it again next year and plan earlier.  
CART 
Diane Head, a CART interpreter, submitted brochures and business cards regarding her services to an area college.  These were available for anyone interested in keeping her information on file for future needs.
NTID 
NTID (Nat’l Technical Inst. For Deaf) will be visiting at Metro Community College soon.  Students and others are welcome to meet with the representatives during their visit. Chris will put the exact date on the listserv when it is available.
Disability Simulation

Debbie purchased a disability simulation kit and will host an open house in October at Union College.  It includes 8 booths with simulations of various types of disabilities. Everyone is welcome to check it out.  It cost $86.  Debbie will make arrangements to bring one simulation (not all 8) to the December meeting.
Next meeting:

November 17

Mahoney State Park

12:00 Lunch

1:00 Meeting
