Washington State Convention Center WSCC

The Washington State Convention Center is located across the street (Seventh Avenue) from the Sheraton Hotel on the east side, between Pike Street (north side) and Union Street (south side).  There are two entrances to the convention center.  The main (north) entrance is on Pike Street and the back (south) entrance is on Union Street. 

The Convention Center has six levels and the AHEAD conference will be held on the top (sixth) level.  There are two methods of going to the conference area.  From Pike Street there are escalators in center of the main area going up to the forth level.  This level also provides access to an outdoor (Ellis Plaza) area.  A second set of escalators is then used to access the fifth and six levels.

From the Union Street entrance there is an elevator that will access all levels of the Convention Center.

The first floor of the Convention Center has and information desk, water effect (fountain) and retail stores, some fast food (pizza, Mexican, coffee/pastries, sit down restaurant (fish oriented but with burgers) as well a tee-shirts and souvenirs, rare coins.  

The remaining levels have meeting areas that will not be used by AHEAD.

Routes to Convention Center

Union Street Entrance

At the main floor elevator lobby in the Union Tower – going south (away from the main lobby) and locate a set of steps (17) that will take you up to the Union Street door.  Outside of the door, turn left (east) with Union Street (one way west) on your right side, walk toward Seventh Avenue.  It is a mild up hill grade.  You will pass a large opening on your left that is the Service Entrance to the hotel.  Continue east to Seventh Avenue and as you pass the end of the building, you will approach the curb.  There is an offset curb cut to the left of the corner.  Seventh Avenue is one way (north) without curbside parking) and ends at Union Street.  To your right, across Union Street is the entrance to a parking deck.  There isn’t an audible signal (or wasn’t when first visited) and there is turn right on red option for Union Street onto Seventh Avenue.  The ‘start’ traffic will be to your front right.  Crossing the street you will cross over a manhole cover.  Across the street, continue east with Union Street on your right.  You will pass a deep set ‘entrance’ on your left, at which point you may want to start to shoreline on your left.   The path of travel will begin to curve to your right and you will encounter a small wall that has a couple of right angle set backs.  At the end of the small wall, turn left (north) and walk to the back doors to the convention center.  Traffic at this point will be coming from your right and then behind you due to a curve in the route of travel for Union Street.  

As you enter the doors, a straightforward path of travel (north) will take you directly to the front doors (Pike Street) of the Convention Center.  However, turn left (west) and you will enter an elevator lobby.  There is an air handler unit in the area.  The elevators (two) will be on your left (south) on the far side of the lobby.  These elevators will take you to the sixth level where the conference will be held.   

The button configuration from top down is:

5 – 6

3-4

1-2

Open – close

Alarm

Help

As you exit the elevators turn right (east) and you will locate the doors and will enter the West Lobby of the Convention Center.  This is the registration area for the AHEAD Conference.
Pike Street Entrance – at the north end of the first floor, past the Pike Street elevators, turn right (east) and go the Lobby Lounge located on your left.  Just past the Lobby lounge, on your right, turn left and you will be in a small vestibule that has 3 steps that go down.  At the base of the steps turn left and locate the doors out to Pike Street.  Outside the door, turn right (east) and proceed to Seventh Avenue.  Pike Street is on your left and is one-way east.  At the end of the Sheraton at the corner of the building (on your right), is the main outside entrance to the Daily Grille.  Seventh Street is a one-way (north) traffic.  The ‘start’ traffic, on Pike Street will be on your left.  There isn’t an audible signal (or wasn’t when first visited).  There is somewhat of a down hill slope (to your left toward Seventh Avenue) as you cross the street.

Across the street, on your right, you will encounter several steps that lead to the Convention Center.  Turn right Pike Street is behind you) there are several steps that lead to doors leading to the lower lobby of the Convention Center.  This lobby serves administrative offices (Union Tower) not associated with convention services.  Inside, turn left (east) and walk to the main first floor area of the convention center there will be three sets of steps (ascending) to the main level.  At the top of the steps on your left (north) is an Information/Visitor Center.  Opposite the Information/Visitor Center (south) there is a Coffee/pastry shop that plays music.  Continuing east past the Information Center you will enter the main area of the convention center.  On your left (north) is another set (several) of doors that lead out (east) to Pike Street.  
After crossing Seventh Avenue and continue east on Pike Street on your left (uphill) you will encounter, on your right the aroma of a storefront crepe shop (coffee as well).  Just past the crepe shop on your right will be a few steps that lead to the doors (just referenced) leading into the convention center. Once inside, the Information/Visitor’s Center will be on your right (west).

First Floor – as you enter the main level from Pike Street going south, in the center of the floor is a fountain.  The path of travel will be on either side of the fountain.  On the left (east) side the path of travel, the fountain is on your right; you will pass a business center and then a pizza restaurant.  On the right (west) side of the path of travel, the fountain is on your left, on your right is a coffee shop/pastries, snacks (music), a tourist gift shop (tee shirts and stuff) a Mexican Restaurant, Rare coins, entrance to ACT Theatre and a seafood oriented restaurant, then to your right the Union Street elevators.   The floor ascends and will have areas of leveling off and there will be building support pillars that you may encounter.  Past the fountain you should pick up the sound of the escalators that are located in the center of the main floor (up escalators on the west and descending elevators on the east).  The elevators will provide access to the forth level.  At the forth level you will have access to the outdoor (Ellis)plaza.

Access to the plaza - as you exit the escalators, turn left (east) and walk until you come to a wall of doors.  Turn right (south) and walk to the end of the wall.  The last two doors will lead out to Ellis Plaza.  It is an area to gather but at the visit, has no tables, chairs, seating is available on a low wall on the sides.
Access the 6th level conference area - at the top of the top of the escalator, turn left (east) past the down escalator, turn left (north) and trail along the right wall.  At the end of the wall, turn right (east) and turn right again (south), and take the escalator to the 5th level.  At the top of the escalator turn right (east) and right again (south).  Shoreline along the right wall, at the end, turns right, (east) and right again (north) and take the escalator to the 6th floor.  At the top of the escalator, turn right and you will be in the West Lobby, the registration area for the Conference.

From the 6th floor, West Lobby, to go to the plaza, go to the doors on the west side, into the elevator lobby.  The elevators are located on the left (south) wall.  Take the elevator down to the 4th level.  As you exit the elevator, turn right (east) and walk straight to the east wall, and double doors to Ellis Plaza.

Conference Center

The conference center is located on the 6th level of the convention center.  The registration area is located in the West Lobby.  There are three parallel hallways that have meeting rooms:  West Hall, Central Hall and East Hall.  At the north and south end of the hallways, are two parallel hallways that connect the three meeting room hallways. 

West Hall

At the north end of the West Lobby is a ‘door’ (opening) that leads to West Hall meeting rooms.  On your left (west wall) 620, 619 and 618.  On the right 615 ((opposite 620 – serves as an office), 616 (opposite 619) and 617 (opposite 618).  At the north end of the West Hallway, as you pass the north hall, is the entrance to Room 6E where all plenary sessions will be held.

Central Hall

To access the Central Hallway from the West Lobby, at the north end, just past Rooms 618/617, turn left (east) and you will pass, on your right, Men’s room and Women’s Room.  Past the restroom on your right (south) is the Central Hallway. 

From the West Lobby on the south side, near the top of the escalators, travel east toward the East Lobby.  You will past 2 elevators (not in use for conference).  On your left (north) is meeting room 614; the next room on your left is room 613.  The next left (north) is the entrance to the Central Hall.  On your left (west side of Central Hall) the first door is the second door to Room 613.  The next door on your left is room 612 and the last door is 611.  From the south hall on the east side (right) the first room is Suite C (office).  The next door is room 608 and then room 607.  At the north end of the Central Hall to your left (west) are the restrooms.  Straight ahead (north) is the entrance to the Exhibit Hall.

East Hall – there are only two rooms that will be used in the East Hall, they are room 607 and 606, both located on the left (west side).  Access the East Hall - from the south corridor in the East Lobby, go past the Central Hall, shoreline on your left, and you will pass two small service halls, the first goes to room 608 (in Central Hall) and the next door goes to room 607 (in East Hall).  Continue shoreline on your right and you will locate on your left (north) the East Hall and turn left, the first door on your left is 607 and the next door on your left is 606.  If you continue past 606 you will come to the north hall.  

If you turn left (east) at the end of the hall you will locate another set of restrooms on the right side of the hall, Women, and the last door is Men.

If you turn left (west) at the north hall you will come back to the Central Hall, on your left (south) and the entrance to the Exhibit Hall on your right (north).  Continuing west you will pass, on your left the Women’s restroom then the Men’s restroom, then on your left (south) you will come to the West Hall and on your right (north) the entrance to the room for Plenary Sessions.

To exit, go to the West Lobby, and at the south end, turn right (west) and located the doors to the elevator lobby to access the 4th level (Ellis Plaza) or the ground floor.

Ellis Plaza is located on the southeast corner of the 4th level and has a winding path of travel, seating on the side, short walls, but can be used to ‘park’ service animals during the day.

Concessions – there are several eateries on the 1st level that include, seafood, Mexican, and pizza.  On the 4th level there a couple of eateries to the west side just right of the top of the escalators.

