A Strategies Toolbox for Students with learning Disabilities: Reading with Audio Textbooks

I think we are going to get started

This has to be the Friday effect

By the time the conferences moves to Friday this is supposed to be casual wear,  

I am Manju Banerjee a research assistants

The whole field of learning strategies is changes

Strategies that move from learning through listening

Lorring Brinckerhoff, Ph.fice of Disability Policy Educational Testing Service I work one day a week with medical students at Harvard.  I am the Ann Mrie Cooks the Dean of low Vision.  Been there for 12 years and offer the tools we have for learning.  Introduction in a digital age

Overview of research findings on audio learning and Ld talk about the research findings.  What do we know from the research in the field Share some of the latest

New generation of audio books-digital audio with demo information

Listening strategies-how do they work and what have we learnrategy

Digital audio with SLICK strategy

Other listening strategies

Recommendations for listening strategies with audio text at the post-secondary level

Learning Through Listening in a Digital Age

We finally made it to the digital age

Convert 9000 books. The digital age:

Increased reading options for students with dyslexia

Latest generation of audio textbooks provide many new navigation and access to text features

RFB&D Learning Through Listening offers students not a product for increased access to reading, but also describes processes (strategies) radio books

How do get the learning activated with learning and there will be some tools you can modify in different surroundings

Painting the backdrop-Reading Research

Reading is an acquired skill not innate-reading has to be specifically taught.  If you talk about reading through listening, then listening has to be taught.  You have to know how to access

Phonological awareness is a lifelong predictor of reading ability—how many of our students still have trouble phonologic awareness-If it is not developed it will affect reading ability

Fluency is best developed through repeated reading—You just need to keep reading it to get it You just press one button and the audio book will go to the page you need.  The audio book will read it as often as you need.  You are liberated and ties into the repeated reading research

Reading comprehension is improved through teaching vocabulary through repetition-how do you actively engage to pick up vocabulary?  How you are going to comprehend

Finally, how and when reading strategies are taught is crucial.  Reading strategies at the postsecondary level have to find a way to use the strategies.

Findings on Reading Research

Access---Automaticity—Acquisition

For students with dyslexia, Audio books facilitate the transition from “mechanics of reading” to “meaning in reading”

Some students can decode the words, say them word by word but it took them so long to get to the acquisition stage that they lost the automaticity of reading.  You might be very fluent at reading but not get it at all.  When you are using a compensationary tool it must provide access—automaticity==acquisition.

Not learning to reading, but reading to learn.  Move from the mechanics of reading to the meaning of reading.

What is always fun is working with teenagers.  Findings on Audio Learning Processes RFB&D Research, Observations and Surveys

What is the impact of audio books on comprehension?

Use of digital audio textbooks results in increased reading comprehension for students with reading disabilities

There were feel good stories but no quantitative data.  You need hard data and all of this works together.  At Johns Hopkins a research project.

Took the regular book in high school curriculum (US government book) and the students in the regular setting was using this.  Some of the ld students were nonreaders.   We are talking significant language based learning disabilities.  They were using the exact same textbook that all students were using.  For self-esteem having the same book helped them.  The books were put on CDs-This helped the dignity of teenagers instead of looking at the tape recorder they had the CD.  There was a natural fit into the teenage culture.  Take the textbook and put on CD and we were using the study questions in the book and use reading s

We had an interesting experience with students with audio textbooks.  There are many different to listening to books.  They are actively engaged in the listening processes.  When asked who taught us?  They said that no one did but they wished someone had taught them how to listen.  Many of the students with learning disabilities tend to use audio books in a passive way.  You listen to the chapter but passive listening.  They did not actively engage in the listening process.  Research tells us about listening.  Passive listening is to Curry College asked what makes audio books work for you.  A feel good experience to pull out LD students and interested to know why audio books.  Pair you up with high schools –college students mentor the high school students.  

Not everyone with a reading disability diagnosis may benefit from audio books—Just because you have a learning disability does not mean that you will benefit from an audio.  If I were running a LD service provide, have them learn strategies 

Students had individual preference for listening.  Some listened from the beginning to end.  Some preferred to listen to the sections and take notes.  Some used skim listening.  There is a toolbox for strategies.  The type of content, the fiction and non-fiction.

Skimming were listening to a fast pace.  It sounds like chipmunks—ask them the comprehension questions and Proficient users listen faster.  One more thing that was exciting.  A couple of the students were ADD and found the audio books to be helpful because they kept apart the distractions

The other thing we observed because they preferred to follow with textbooks but for the fiction they just wanted to listen.  Two students closed the books that said the print distracts me.  Open your mind and looks at the learning style of students.

Findings of surveys

Most students prefer to follow along in the text while listening

Effective audio book users listen at a fairly rapid rate

Many students with LD do not prefer to listen to audio descriptions of visuals and graphics in the text

There strategy, which is best; listening strategy is influenced by nature of disability, textual content, and listening preferences

75% of RFB&D users have learning disabilities.  Listening is influenced by the nature of the disability and the individual student preference.

Ann Marie—Clinical part of the presentation

We got digital-finally-we are not going to miss the beep tone.  Any book is produced as a sound file.  We are not going to convert all books.  Most of the books are post secondary titles.  Basic books will have converted or recorded

Get you book list together—Copyrights date, 

Call toll free number

Go to website

All books listed as AB—If you look at the book and it is AD then you can get the book

Come by the booth and get a 10000 books that are made into CD—made just for this conference—At least for 5 years, provides free playback equipment—a four track tape player—Many members use

For content card—flip cassette over—it is another skill set.  

The digital is easier to use without he skill for finding.  

The next generation of Daisey recording will have no descriptions

Using Harry Potter’s new book there are 800 pages on 1 CD—www.RFB&d stuff is happening all the time.  The prices are dropping.  The new model will be 375.00.  That is 249.00.  There will be 219.00.  With competition and new books the technology is more affordable.  The Daisey format PTR 1 has a recoding series.  It records on Daisey CD they can tag them and in addition of all the books and journals you can put 45 hours of that on a single cd.  You can put markers in for chapters.  There are three kinds of soft wear.  TP3, Eclipse Reader and Victor Soft because for a visually impaired—learning on the need to know basis help you.  New things are coming out all the time.  Keep posed to our website.  

Listening Strategies for Post-Secondary Students

Active Listening Strategy

Pre-listening-activate prior knowledge, determine study approach based on reading task

Gist listening-listen to get overall picture; gestalt of the text

Strategic lining to sections of the text

Review listening-listen to check mastery, re-listen as necessary

During the pre listening strategy flip through the book and decide if this is going to take you more or less time.  This helps the student decide how to approach the listening process.  Many of the students said they wanted to listen to the whole books.  Not all students go through the whole process

Gist student—trying to get the gestalt (overall) meaning of the piece.  You are identifying sections that you did not understand and you need to go back.  When they go back and do re-listening

Strategic listening-re-listening to sections is slower

Review listening-look at the headings and see if you can answer the questions and listen to check mastery. 

The active listening steps also had a student worksheet and if they only want to take notes on the secontion—identify the main idea and jot down a couple of points.  In the right the idea, in the left

Combine a visual strategy with an auditory format.   

SLICK Strategy

In handout

First stage is

Setting up the equipment

Looking ahead(scan heading and subheading using CD, look at pictures; vocabulary; think about what is coming and what you know) This is essentially SQ3R for ears.

Comprehend—listen and follow along in Cd; pause to list important details on work sheet; summarize what you have learned

Keep it together—combine the summaries to get the bigger picture

The mind map is another strategy

Listening Strategies for Post-secondary students

Graphic organizers can be adapted for use with audio text; mind map; flow chart; sequence chart

Operationalizing learning strategies for audio text:

Strategic re-reading

Listening followed by verbal rehearsal

As a pause and distill mechanism

Use of audio digital navigation capabilities for search and find

Audio book-marking while taking notes

Listen to text, and talking about the tape.  Talk to peer or to your self.  For many of our students you take the notes on the computer.  An automatic record of what you are talking about.

Question

Can you run other soft wear (Victor soft) pop out a word file and create a word file as you are taking note

You can use the machine and make a bookmark on the text—keep track of places you want to go back to.  

We are ending—we will be around if you have questions.

