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Dealing with inadequate documentation on campus and for high stakes tests

Presenters: Nichole Ofiesh, Glenda Rourke

Notetaker: Elizabeth Watson

Included is 3 handouts.  PP (power point handout)

Nichole talked briefly about her background related to testing and the implication of research

Nichole often gets asked this question “why is this important?”

Sample story, refer to PP handout

Historically we were an agrarian society led to the industrial revolution making time and speed important

Early theories of intelligence tied speed into IQ, if you can do it faster you are smarter

Theses two concepts have been strongly tied together

Now we live in a high tech society: microwaves, computers, fast food…we now value speed

This is the current culture of college students 19-24, referred to Bill Gates new book “Business @ the speed of light”  

Nichole referred to the language of the book usage of “speed” and if you were slow you were limited.  “volocity” 

This is our new culture and value of society

These believes have contributed to the idea that intelligence means accurate and fast

Speed equals financial power and monies with greater productivity

Speed i.e. multitasking means greater accomplishments

Stressed the idea of linking speed and intelligence

Referred to the culture of academia and the emphasis on speed

Test validity if you are not fast sticking to the time

If you cannot do the task in the time required is the time a function of the essential “student task” 

Maybe speed is important but maybe there are parts of the program where reflective and thoughtful thinking is necessary and better

This argument that speed and intelligence are not truly related 

Older studies have shown there was a link, however, now that is being challenged

Refer to hand out looking at the studies related to LD studies.  There is a poor correlation between speak and IQ

This is now being challenged n the current research

How is the applied: processing speed = most common tests on WCJ-III and WAIS -3 specific sub test factor in to the WJ-3.  WAIS digit and symbol subtest create this cluster

We know this is a good indicator of a processing deficiat refer to PP handout for details 

Used logistic regression procedure using predictor variables and predicts 1 of 2 outcomes yes you need or no you don’t

New study added reading fluency-timed reading test how many words can you read and understand.  

Refer to 14 slide of PP here for results

The WAIS Digit symbol was not a good predictor for LD, although is still a good measure for more severe neurological damage problems

So who needs extended time on a reading timed test, refer PP slide 15

Went into DRC (database) and figured out the average time use of a students of LD students.  Determined standard time and the average extension and then the actual time used.  

Does the Reading Fluency score on the WJ-3 correlate with time needed.  NO, did not predict actual time used.  Does not correlate because it was based on the amount of time the faculty tells us the test should take.  Problem is that often the test time use is a function of the class time NOT the test.

Faculty may know it is a 15 minute test but use the class time for an hour.  Then you extended the time, but it may not be needed.  That is different from other studies.   

There was a moderate correlation between time used and amount of time given.  Students “followed” the recommended time

Example of an un-timed test. Students took more time than class time.  Time use is related to time given.

How do we bridge fluency and practice

If you see a low reading fluency score=test that require a lot of reading then YES, may be a need for extended test time on READING based tests.  Also can be used to calculate the extra time needed.

Refer to PP slide 17

A better measure of time needed is to create a database of actual time used in addition to given time.

These are different kinds of decisions than those made by national testing centers i.e. ETS, GRE…

These big tests are consistent and tightly timed.  They have designed to be completed by 20-25% of the students who don’t finish the exams (LSAT, GRE) so just because a student does not finish an exam does not mean they need extra time

Morel: look at the study demands and testing demands of the institution to get a picture of the actual needs.

Institutional usage of “time” given for exams varies.  Some colleges traditionally give more time for exams verse others

Change of speaker here over to Glenda

Focused on local norms refer to PP slide 19

85% of U Arizona is LD/ADHD.

They feel they have the largest testing accommodations in the “world” 15000 exams a year.

So they really wanted to review what was up.

Please refer to the AHEAD web site for further stats

Number of students served at U Arizona

Only looked at standard course tests, not finals or labs.  Also eliminated all tests that were not multiple test

8382 tests were used for data analysis

(there are 7 disability service coordinators used)

this is just a model that we looked at

Question? Are you including LD + other disabilities i.e. hearing Deaf, blind…

can have up to 2 disabilities. Answer  but we only used primary disability so if LD was secondary then the student was not used

WE have about 25% that have double time and have some with 3X and 1 student with 4X.  we have to ask when is this not an accommodation and unreasonable

Refer to PP slide 20 for number of students using time

Pink bar  2993 students completed exam within 5 minutes of the exam actual time or less.  60% of the students could potential could take the exam in class

Students give 1.5 time 8% exceeded the time limit refer to yellow bar 

Related to decision time did they use the time you want the students who used the actual total time and those who extended to really align

At this time they are not differentiating between essay and multiple-choice exams

DS coordinators will be able to pull up individual data related to a student: example a student comes in who completed 10 tests in class time, so lets talk about why you need the.  Or can compare essay vs. multiple choice exams may be differentiated. 

Also looking by faculty who gives the exam and how that time is being use and provide options and feedback about test improvements

Questions about how or why some one would get 3x on as an accommodation. U Arizona uses test scores from WR-3 and WAIS to make these decisions

Group debate: so do we look at trends or psychologist recommendations?? Most AHEAD individuals report that they follow the psych.  Recommendations, however sometimes “un-timed testing” is recommended.  

Currently u Arizona does not remove the exam if the student goes over. A letter is sent to the faculty that the student went over.  (Side discussion, very heated)

WR-3 Reading Fluency a student with a 79 score then there is a need for 1.5-2x based on student scores.

Options for collecting data for small colleges….PA, research assistant, student worker, master’s student, faculty member

Implications for UID

Educate faculty, students. Design better tests, reduce testing load for DS office, simplify decision-making regarding accommodations

