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Intro from speakers

Study Abroad

We’ll begin with a video 

Intros from group and why here

Interested in study abroad, good experiences, cultural aspects, students who’ve been and had some problems, trying to get a program started, trying to get students from underdeveloped countries to come here, want to help our students, had federal grant that ended a year ago, high # swd and strong study abroad and want to get more swd involved.

Our plan is to start with a video and talk about the clearinghouse.

Video – about study abroad, learn language, explore places that may not be as accessible and home, live with a host family and learn cultures, enhance resumes, etc. Students express their experiences traveling abroad, especially about the finances and inaccessibility of places – but the help from people to get around.  Exchange program with Oaxaca, Mexico.  The purpose of the Nat’l Clearinghous on Disability and Exchange was provided and how to make an int’l experience successful.

The experiences at Michigan State.  We had a grant and we used many of the ideas of University of Minnesota and their PHSPE grant.

Background and 3 students:  Brit, quad, motorized wheelchair and decided to study in Spain.  He did not inform DS and did not inform Study Abroad  that he was  swd.  He told a person of his needs who did not know what to do.  When he arrived it was not accessible but he made it work.  Cobblestones in this town in Spain, could not go on the field trips and could not go on the overnight journeys.  He did learn a lot of Spanish.

Lori – tbi and wanted to do year study and travel in Japan.  She thought she’d use extra time in her studies.  She did tell Japanese Studies at Michigan.  She had difficulty with studies, profs thought she was not college material, had trouble with her accommodation.  She grew angrier and threatened lawsuits.  She got incompletes and completed studies on return.

We learned this was a big issue that we needed to address.  We brought it to Pres. Advisory on Disability Issues, which has the ear of the president.  It became an agenda item and for 5-6 years we’ve been having ongoing discussion to look at procedures and forms, etc.  We don’t have all the answers and it will take a lot of schools to look at the needs.  Here are some of the things we learned.

Swd were not taking advantage of study abroad over time.  But 13 in the last year.  Study Abroad and DS got others on campus to address the issues as a council.  (Health Center, Counseling)  In serviced each other.

Today, we meet ahead of time to address the program and the needs of the student and gather info about the access of the site.  Get as much info about the site as possible.  Study Abroad can do a site visit and observe the program to be able to sell it and get info about access.  Summer is most popular. We learned need to educate faculty on swd needs and our services.  We id’d model sites, but students didn’t want to be channeled.  Now we look at user friendly sites.  Univ. of Surry has a lot of assistive technology.

Goals for students is to plan early – l year, discuss with freshmen and plant the seed.  Promoting info sources is also important.  We have signs in our office, facilitate a table at Study Abroad fairs.

It’s important to remind academic advisors that swd will be involved in study abroad.  We also need to think about more than advising and accommodations.  Ex student who had to cancel because of finances after set up all the captioning for her journey. Exchanges with other campuses to share information.  Blind student quote “Study abroad forced me out my comfort zone, etc, asserted my independence.

Next presenter – I want to give you info from a personal point.  I went as a student and as a professional.  I wasn’t always deaf, I have a progressive hearing loss.  I stayed with a family and dad knew English.  The kids took me to a pool, and everyone would stare at me, I was the tallest one and very white with a perm.  I used the wrong word which meant “Fatso” and caused embarrassment.  When I went as a professional, it was to observe the site, and do some training in Venezuela.  High curbs 3 feet, no professional interpreters, 1 handicapped parking in whole city.  People were so willing to try to accommodate me, but I couldn’t be as independent as in US.  But everyone was working on my access needs that was so different.  It is very hard to do this without information.  This green brochure from Nat’l Clearinghouse, also this publication, go to the web and get a lot of contact information.  You can also call the clearinghouse and they even gave me the names of Deaf house.  Met in Venezuela with deaf person and sign language interpreters in English and in Venezuelan.  Another resource is pen international.  Consortium with different colleges with deaf programs around the world.

What about support for accommodations?  Michigan State president is very supportive of all students going abroad, but I don’t know how long they will support accommodations.  The interpreter issue is the big one..  If the program is run through the Univ. of Minn, it is the universities responsibility.  Some countries pay interpreters ahead of time.  Deaf blind student, interpreter went with the student.  Very costly for air fare, hotel room.  Sometimes when usually 1 or 2 may need 3.

Q- I’ve heard that legally we don’t have to pay, but ethically, we do.  It is a problem with my administrators.  Mich. State legal counsel has said we can’t change other countries and not provide level of support they are used to.  We tell students here is what we can do here and what we can do there, and then the student has to choose.

If you ask OCR you don’t have to provide but it is in the spirit.

You would be paying for the accommodations if the student were still at your university.

From audience, if it is a safety issue, may have to say person shouldn’t go.  We have developed policy about what to pay and what can’t pay and where accommodation (Captionists, interpreters) is accessible.  

Student have to be informed about other countries not being bound by ADA and that they may or may not have their own disability laws.  Students should know that safety issues may also be of concern.  Also, the university programs will be looking at safety issues and not send students where it is not safe.

It is the responsibility of the student to explore the environment and look at the issues in that program.

