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Using MS Word as an Accommodation Tool for Spelling Deficits

Presenter: Tracy Smith Auburn University

Note taker: Claudia Felsen   If you need clarification on these notes, contact me at cfelsen@stlcc.edu
Tracy has a spelling deficit. This is why she does this workshop. MS WORD is no a phonetic spell checker. This is a short part of a full day workshop. 
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AutoCorrect

This a is set up for typographical errors, not spelling errors such as “circus” would not come close for those who spell it with “s”s.

Open up AutoCorrect under Tools in Word

Evaluate the student for the type of spelling errors he makes.  “i.e.” errors are also typing errors so AutoCorrect will catch this kind of error.

Using Word doesn’t require any adaptive technology and is available wherever there is Word.

Student “This spell checker is so evil.” This kind of student needs some training like this to learn how to use these tools. Add words into AutoCorrect that the student commonly misspells.

Evaluate the student – have the student write an essay for you.

Another problem – they choose easier words that they can spell instead of more appropriate vocabulary.

I.e.   Difficulty – hard

Add difficult to be changed when the student types “hard”

This is a                                                                                                                   compensatory strategy; it doesn’t teach how to spell.

AutoText –

Teach shortcuts –“dis” for “disability”

I.e.  “iwd” =  “ individuals with disabilities”  Put in these short cuts to save on spelling frequently misspelled words or frequently used words.

Spelling the small words – “was, that…” create a list for a reference 

Look at the learning style – some students may need to spell out the word on sand paper

Question??  Can a student program the home computer & transfer the corrections to a campus computer –that won’t work.

If the student has a memory problem, these short cuts may not be useful.

A no-tech solution – make a file card list of frequently misspelled words. You may need a list for specific topics or subject.

Goal for these tools: to create a more efficient and less frustrating way to study.

Spelling & Grammar on MS WORD

Red lines indicate spelling errors

Green lines indicate grammar errors

Test taking on a computer – find out if the spell checker & grammar check can be enabled

Some campuses allow this for all students. Some campuses won’t allow these tools for the developmental English classes.

Tracy is talking with someone at Microsoft about creating a phonetic spell checker. They are working on this; it will be a couple of years. You’ll have to “customize” the dictionary to be phonetic not typographical.

Question?  Can you do these things with Microsoft Works?  Tracy is not sure about this.

Grammar check can be turned on & off. For some students find these colors distracting (i.e. Low vision students)

Tracy passed out a handout that included screen prints of AutoCorrect and AutoText. You can make a handout like this to give to your students. To create these screen prints – hold the “ALT” key and hit the “Print screen key” paste in as a picture.

Part of the student’s evaluation. Give a spelling test of common words like these, what, etc. 

Many students who won’t use the computer but will turn in a 7 page hand-written papers – usually not very legible.

These students are “con artists” Teachers fill in the blanks for what they think are handwriting errors but are really spelling errors.

It is okay to have bad handwriting but not bad spelling.

Using a dictionary is limited for these students – they still misspell words.

Franklin Speaking Spell checks are phonetic spell checkers – these are great for students. They can be programmed for jargon as needed.

Trouble with names of people & countries – use a pocket encyclopedia 

American Heritage is a better dictionary for those with spelling problems.

Word Book that secretaries use for commonly misspelled words.

Random House- Webster – the bad speller’s dictionary (pocket dictionary)

· This is a useful book

· Ex. “Roman” phonetically is “row man”

· A typing spell checker won’t get you close to Roman.

Text Help is an excellent program because it has a word prediction program

A great low-tech resource is the yellow pages of the phone book. It is indexed to find words alphabetically.

The note taker’s comment – Tracy has /such useful & easy to implement ideas that I have never thought of!!!!!!! 

