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We help institutions design for accessibility for students with disabilities. Rochester Institute of Technology. More and more faculty getting on the Web, they are discovering that more and more faculty are using PP on the Web. Faculty are using it everywhere. Is PP accessible to students with disabilities? The use of voice web conferencing systems will be discussed later. 

Which disability groups have problems accessing PP output? People with low vision, blind, LD-type of disabilities, motor impaired, but can still use the computer. 

Good contrast between background and foreground. If you have a lot of material crowded on PP slide, it can be a problem for LD types, the more clean white space, obviously helpful. Good contrast and have the font a reasonable size. Don’t use some fancy print. All of those are fairly obvious that you think about. 

Some people add too much “jazz and pizzazz”, but do not convey the content. It may distract from the content. 

Should not focus on the technology, rather focus on the content. “Pizazz” should be used to communicate the information.

If we are talking about people who are blind; a lot of screen reader software does not work with PP. “I am currently using Jaws and it works fairly well with PP.” 

How to take a PP presentation a teacher has 

File, Send To, Microsoft Word, Outline Only. This will cut and paste your presentation in Word. Save it as a text file. All of the content of the slides are intact. The fonts are maintained. It would make it easier to insert a line between the beginning of each slide. If you have a graphic, you may have to add text describing the graphic. If you chose Save As from the File menu in PP, you can save it as a outline/RTF file format, which is similar to the Word Outline output. You also have the ability to save your notes in Word.

If you add a textbox (Insert, Textbox), sometimes it does not save in other formats.

If you convert to text, you can send it through a Braille machine.

On a picture, right click, go to Format Picture, go over to Web tab, Edit box for alternative text, type “EASI banner” (name of the image). This will display the text and when the image is “moused” over, the alternate text will display. (???????)

If you go into File, File Save As WebPage. Notice you have a “Publish” button. Click on the Publish button; notice it is specifically designed for Internet Explorer 4.0 and above; you get into Netscape it will give you different stuff; make sure you check the option for “All browsers listed.”

It publishes notes also; the exported version to Netscape does not.

There is an Accessibility Wizard in Microsoft PP to assist in publishing to the Web. It works in the Office suite, not just PP. The URL for this product, Office Web Publishing Accessibility Wizard, is http://www.rehab.uluc.edu/office/. You get three versions: (a) text, (b) text-mostly, & (c) graphics.

On July 24, 3:00 p.m. EST, http://www.easi.cc/clinic.htm Online seminar. Free (this one anyway).

It saves all the versions in one folder with a HTM folder outside that folder, when you point to the one file, it points to the three different versions. 

After you have installed the Wizard, You go under File, Save As Accessible WebPage, when you reach the Welcome to the Export Wizard dialogue box, click on “Next”, at the Collecting Document Meta Information, type in the title of the presentation and the author, click on “Next”, at the Select Image Type—if it is a decorative image it is an ALT tag, click on decorative image, click on “Next”, enter description if necessary, click on “Next”, this will go through each image in your PP presentation. 

When you have a repetitive image, enter a space using the spacebar in the “Short Description” text box.

When you have a chart (bar, pie, etc.), now you must click on “Chart”, click on Next. Enter a short description, in the longer, detailed summary of chart, gives you the opportunity for a more detailed information for the chart; it goes to the right of the image. It was recommended that you should really do with the notes for the chart, put it in the Notes section of the PP presentation. When you publish to the Web from PP, you convert the Notes also. Click on Next, Click on Next at all Categories boxes, 

The next box of the Wizard will be the Background Color for the Webpage, you may change the background color if you choose. 

At the next screen, you will give the conversion a file name, Click on “Change” to select a drive to save it to, Click on Next, this converts it, Click on Finish.

Second part of session

Web Vocalizer

We wanted to find something that, what if you dial in, what if you have 25 people in a classroom. You can archive

The presentations for later use.

IVocalize Voice Conferencing Technology

Adds voice to a webpage or a web-based presentation. If you have an open caption video, you can bring it to the Web more easily. Another way of offering material—utilizing media.

Web-based conferencing, IVocalize, was demonstrated with individuals over the Web. An individual from Texas and Kansas was online. 

IVocalize is the easiest, most accessible that they have used. Teaching a class and pushing pages to students is easily done.

One thing about synchronous, live interaction, WebEx and Verizon live are all synchronous tools. It’s a different way of teaching and “we don’t have it down yet.” There are still issues around dial up vs T-1. 

Equal Access to Software and Information (EASI).

Regarding the voice, does IVocalize have a voice recognition, right now “no,” but you may be able to use Dragon in conjunction with it.

It is predicted that we will have good enough speech recognition software without actually “training” the software in the near future.

