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The plan is to do an overview of the Kurzweil 3000  and how the program is being used at your school.  How many of you have the Kurzweil 300 at your school.  How many do not have.  Would you like a brief overview of the product.  What it is for is Scanning and reading.  All of the study skill features are available to you on the exact image of the program.  You know there are word attack tools that are a part of the program.  Spell word, synonyms, dictionaries and syllabifications.  One of these things that is important about the program is the study used the tools to make highlights. This is a way for the study to go through and make a list of highlights:  The ability to write text on the document, how many of you have the current version.  Some of the notes you can write and move around easily.  7 came out last march 2003.  Anyway you can do different things with the notes.  Thumbnails are really unique to the program.  Lets you see what the page looks like and you can see a thumbnail of your file and page and go directly to a page.  In version 7 you can drag and drop the text.  A couple of new things is online e-books which will let you simplify the tasks and decrease the number of steps.  If you want to go to Gutenbert it asks you title and author and it will search a variety of sources.  How many of you are aware of BookShare.  If something is in the BookShare catalogue then others are able to access that work.  Test taking is an important aspect of the program to allow your students to take their own tests, listen to the questions and fill in their own blanks and on worksheets.  We can read PDF files and other files with the Virtual Printer.  It scans the document into the Kurzweil 3000.  Read the web has been in there for quiet a while.  The access to multiple languages has been in there for a while.  Where is Jane on version 7?  Jennifer and Jane use to be other there.  Jennifer was there and Jane was there.  Our friends in the UK wanted to have their own UK file.  You go to English United Kingdom and you have Jane.  What happened to Jane?  Where did Jane go?  In the next version Jane will be up there with Jennifer.  Ok, since most of you know the program what do we want to do while we are in here?  Can we just ask you?  If there is a copy of a copy for the text can I change the scanner to read the information better.  Go to tools, go to options and go to scanning tab.  The first thin I suggest you do is change your OCR engine, fine engine is slower but it is higher quality reader.  So there are only two choices.  Switching the OCR will make a difference.  If that doesn’t do it then play with your brightness.  The other thing you might do is put the material back on the copier to get a better copier.  Questions:  When scanning text, the textbooks you are scanning have lots of boxes with text.  It was not picking up the text in the boxes.   Was it not reading it or was it not reading.  It looks like text but it is put in there as an image.  It is not really text that is in there.  You are getting a picture of it but the OCR cannot read it as image.  It is not really in there.  I was talking about drag and drop which is new.  You can just drag text to put it somewhere else.  I highlighted and clicked on it and drag to other places.  Another question:  He said that he see big differences in the sticky notes.  It is trickier to move with the stick note.  As soon as you start to type.  If I want that to be two lines I just hi enter as I am typing.  Now to drag this you have to be careful.  With 3000-version 7 you can drag information.  You can now change the background and foreground of the sticky notes.  Is there an undo action?  No there is not an undo option.  That is really a good point.  That is a great idea.  There are a lot of things that are there on online.  Have you used the classical literature CD.  The next version of the 3000 will have a cool feature for using the classical literature CD.  The classical literature cd is shareware.  Search for books it is going to come up and ask information about the author of the title.  If I want to write in this feature is going to search everything in the box.  There are many different shareware libraries that are included in the K 3000.  Bookshare.  BeaeFree Library is science fiction library.  Web Braille for students that are visually impaired lets then get the materials Even if they are using the Braille display they are also getting it in text.  If I go to search here it tells me there are items available for download for the materials that it found.  It will come up with all of the books in bookshare.  If I belong to bookshare it will ask for user name and password and it automatically downloads the book into 3000.  I would go and open into the download folder and bingo I would have the book ready to read and I will save it into the book that I am ready.  How do I become a member of Bookshare.  It was only individual membership and now they have some kind of university or site or school license.  They are trying to collect more textbooks.  It was initially fictions, but there are a lot more textbooks now.  With this new version is here a simple worksheet or next.  The ability to read an entire line is available for this version.  It is going to put the marker in each space.  In the past I can hit a tab and it will take me to the next blank to fill in.  Another feature. If I go to read it reads the question and the answer.  Fill in the blank is difficult for 1000.  Fill in the blank is not always possible.  If sighted you know to write the text in the right place.   Worksheets and questionnaires have not been figured out for 1000.  The way that we do the fill in the blanks in 7 are different from 6.  To read it would have done the question different from the answer in 7 it reads both things.  We are tying to expand on some of this.  Question?  Can you scan a text and it will put it in the right way.  Will a scan a text will it know the fill in the blank.  Even if it doesn’t put in this marker I can go to the add text and I can put this wherever I want to.  So for students that can see the text, the 3000 with magnification program of Zoom text will help.

Anther thing that changed in version 7 is we are on the road to word prediction.  To make it better;  it is already very usable.  So what I though we would do is have Kendra and Kathy talk about their individual program.  Kendray Johnson is the AA coordinator for the university.  You can tell me more about what you are doing.  We have been using K for 4 or 5 years.  K 300 is preferred.  We are tying to provide in the University of Toledo is equipped with one scanning station.  This is a lot easier if we scan their entire test.  Using a high-speed scanner to scan textbook s and print materials that are burned to CD.  They take t some station on campus and access print materials.  All of the labs are in constant use.  Initially a lot of reluctance goes in to a new system.  One we have caught on not enough computer stations.  There is not enough that I can tell you.  I am Kath at the university of Louisville I coordinate services for LD and ADHD. Which is the population using the K300.  We are scanning textbooks and we in some instances if they don’t have K we are converting to a rich text.  We are using it a lot for testing and have faculty members that are e-mailing the document and save it.  Pop it in and it reads.  If it is a fill in the black then we use something.  We have had a hard time getting people to you it.  We are getting it to become more popular.  If we have a demand we will put it is labs across the campus.  It is a good way of editing the paper.  It is good way to hear your paper and read it back to you.  One of the reasons is our usage is that our technology specials worked in International student organization.  International students are using K3000.  

Kathy you were mentioning how many tests.  We do about 2500 tests per semester and a good deal of them are canned and read back.  There is where the real demand has been.  Scanning the tests in has helped tremendous.

How do you transition students to the K3000.  How do you get students to make the transition from using human assistants to technology?  It hasn’t worked with all of our students.  Getting them to use it is a major problem.  We are finding that a lot of meetings where we demonstrate the K300 they will buy it and they have a coy and are familiar and they are already using their copy.  We have high schools and learn how to use K3000.  

I tried it both ways with set of instructions and doing in one on one.  Running them with a person is in fie minutes.  They feel more confident.  They see it operating and the light bulb goes off.  

Scan and read and read and write station.  Getting them to buy the read station.  There is a college in Penn who are telling the students they need to train the students on 3000 so they know how to use it.  

Somehow put together volunteers to help students learn how to use the program.  If computer skills are the issue then what?

Train special reading tutors to work with students on K

They both listen on the headphones and both got the content and they 

Reading tutors can get the benefit of the program and learn by doing.  

When student LD and ADHD the headphones helps block out.

Lights are turned off and the only thing they see is the computer screen.

Earphones do work really well. No one else knows that the earphones are reading the information.  

There are many testimonials from the audience about the benefits from the different campuses.  

You are using a high-speed scanner.  That allows you to quickly scan all of the information.  The automater allows you to convert files.  

Chop our books and scan them.  The students get them back unbound.  It is better to hand back.  Get them back in spiral bound or three-hole bunch.  

How do we respond to the issue of equality?

If we take it apart, they will not take it back.  The students are happy to get into electronic text.

Writing question

For students that have issues with words, K3000 helps them hear. I get stuck on homonyms.  Is there a way to tell a wrong word.  K3000 does not have that at this point. Several comments from audience on how to take care of this.

Students who struggle with spelling is helping but not addressing all of the writing issues.  Writing tool bar and spell check It will read the suggestions.  When you hear on this you will hear the suggestion.  You have to click on your list. 

We are consistent in trying to improve the product.  We are not an engineering company.  So, let us hear from you about the product.  I will transfer information to the people that write the program. If there are things that can be done, a lot of the information they do to change comes from you.  If we can do this, we need to do this.  It is the start of all of this.  We welcome working with you.  I want to thank you for participating.  Thank you for your comments and additional information.  Come by our booth.  There are programs you can pick up.  There are other materials you can pick.  Leave the evaluation with me.

