Session:  W6 – Disability in Education

Presenter:  Jennifer Gibson, PhD; University of California, Irvine

Handouts:


“Disability in Education” (series of overheads)


Syllabus of “Persons with Disabilities in Society”

Karen Myers wasn’t able to attend as a presenter today.

The background: this is a collaboration between ACPA and AHEAD

The intent is to incorporate disability throughout the curriculum across what is offered. Across the campus:

This is an attempt to educate ACPA members.

It began with a course that was taught by Karen Myers in 1995 at Western Illinois “Persons with disabilities in Society.”

Currently at UCI, a proposal is being proposed to teach this course.  Jennifer Gibson will be using modules 

Laws

Types of Disabilities

Society’s reactions to Persons with Disabilities

Disability Language

Communicating with Persons with Disabilities

Relationships

Goals:

Increase awareness

Dispel myths regarding

Incorporate disability into the fabric

Sexuality

Humor

Education

Employment

Disability in literature

How can disability be included in existing courses.  This would be in courses where disability isn’t the focus of the course, such as laws, human sexuality, culture in higher education.

Attendees were broken into three groups for a 10 minute activity


Brainstorm five or six topics to include in an ideal course on disabilities


Design a 10-15 week course, including the purpose of the course


If time allows, suggest teaching strategies

Group One:


Topics



Legal & Case Studies



History, including disability movement, rights



Various disabilities and impacts of these disabilities



Technology, adaptive and universal



Social expectations and constructs 


Stand-alone course


Teaching strategies: Frustrate the note takers.  Use Guest speakers, highly



Visual and course line.  Posting everything on the web to model good behavior

Group Two:


Ditto to Group One


Title: Disabilities 101



The psychological model



The social model



The special education model



The medical model


Incorporate universal design, by having the class designing a classroom that would



Universal


K-12/ Postsecondary differences.


Stereotypes and hidden disabilities

Group Three:


Course for professional educations


“Raising the Bar” is the title 


Topics



PC Language



History and Rights movement



Strategies for Teaching a Cross-Cultural Curriculum



Adaptive technology



Accommodations



Legal Aspects



Community Resources



Where specific accommodations can be obtained (i.e. Braille)


Purpose: General knowledge of disability for the classroom

After the feedback, Jennifer stressed that when designing a course on disability be sure to think in modules so that portions of the course can be incorporated into the curriculum in other courses that are already in exist.

Q&A:

Has the presenter ever had opportunity to 

Yes, she developed a course at a medical school but modules from the course were used in other

Do you have any other books the presenter would recommend as aq text.

“Why I Burned by Book” by Paul Longmore

A monograph is being written by ACPA

DS-Hum is searchable on the web for ideas

Amazon.com search: psychological aspects of disabilities

Psychotherapy in Disability (or Disability in Psyco-Therapy) Rhonda Oklind

No Pity by Shirpiro

