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F10 – Reverse Transfer Abroad

Mr. Bodansky introduced himself. 

Was misdiagnosed as a child, so he is a success story. Has worked extensively with the Univ. of Miami. Got involved w/reverse study abroad looking at architectural barriers. U of M attracts many students from Latin America. The coasts attract students from Europe and Asia.

Reverse transfer is relatively new. The affluent countries could send their disabled children to study here. We could do the same. AHEAD, as an international organization, could be a catalyst to promote this idea. 

Students returning to their own country can inform others how they gained from their educational experience here. 

Organizations based in D.C. like the World Bank could help promote study abroad, if approached. Families need to approach their consulates and see what help can be obtained.

Discussion w/audience:

We need to campaign to have students come to us. We need to let other countries know that we have supports under the ADA.  

Many countries do overprotect their disabled children.  We need to find a way to communicate that we are here and can help educate their children. We need to make it attractive and encouraging.

The learning curve can be quite steep. Weather, equipment, money, and support are difficult. UK expects college to give attendant care. Language skills can also be a problem. All these factors contribute to the dilemma of culture shock, on both sides. Our college handbooks or websites, going out to foreign countries, need to address issues, like accessibility, weather, personal care needs. In UK, the college there gives this info to the student. 

We need to help students understand it will take longer, and have disabled student mentors at the orientation. 

Without a lot of background on the country, the students head for math/science classes, so academically may do well at first.

Talk to ambassies, World Bank, etc. for help, but not always helpful. 

Institutions in key locations should take the lead. 

Students going to foreign countries cannot access many areas, esp. historical locations.

One suggestion is sister institutions. 

Then we could advertise to send students there and have their students come there. 

There is much to be done in this field.

