AHEAD CONFERENCE 2004

FRIDAY 11 AM

Sharing Website and asking for feedback.  Margo introduced the project and its partners: US Dept of Post secondary Education, Scott Lissner, Christy Willis, Alexa Murray, David Sweeny, Skip Stahl, others who are working around the country

FAME site:  

Passed out fast facts for faculty which are products from the first grant and produced through focus groups of faculty, students both with and without disabilities.  Developed handouts called fast facts for faculty that have been disseminated all over the country… they are also available at the Website:  http://telr.osu.edu/dpg/  People at other institutions are welcome to take the information and customize them to make them appropriate for other institutions… there are no copyright exemptions, but please provide feedback if you use the fast fact handouts extensively.

Faculty need information when the disabled student shows up in class.  “Just in time” training that is Web-based to allow anytime access to information and avoids the problem of time conflicts for faculty.

Overview of on-line training modules:

Rights and responsibilities: 6 sections presented in content with definitions and applied case scenarios.  

Universal Design for Learning: UD is not about one size fits all or never needing an accommodation... rather it means that audiences are varied and it is a good idea to present information in a variety of ways to meet needs of as many learners as possible.

Web Accessibility: All modules were designed with faculty input so that designers created information on what they felt faculty need to know and then compared that with what professionals think faculty need to know.  This module includes: lead time, how to place content on the Web and how posting materials limits and enhances accessibility, has a legal basis and examples.  Includes assessment pieces.

College Writing: writing across the curriculum is a theme at many institutions of higher education yet many students with disabilities struggle with writing.  This module is not yet complete.

Climate Assessment: how to assess the climate of campus, college or classroom.  

http://telr.osu.edu/fame
Participants went to the site…

Homepage lists modules.  Find button on that page has a search engine to look for information.  Type in blind and search and it returns areas of the training in which information on blindness is mentioned.  

Scenarios are built for each disability with different accommodations using an applied problem solving approach.  

Participants explored the site… first using the search function and then registering for the certification process.  

Entering training program starts with a pre-test to scaffold learners starting faculty at the level reflective of the knowledge they already have.  They can then browse the contents or go directly to the post-test. 

Suggestion to use this for adjunct faculty, dealing with complaints against faculty, teaching assistants.

Also could approach professional organizations to see if this would be used for CEU or CRC units for their on-going certification (counselors, social workers, psychologists, etc)

Program is not up yet but will be piloted at 5 institutions to get bugs out before launching it more globally.  January 05 will be opening date… institutions register to become level two pilot sites.  Level two pilots will be using the site for 9 months until the grant ends… this will provide opportunity for more input and work out of bugs.

