AHEAD CONFERENCE 2004

FRIDAY 2PM

E-Text Partnership: how Print May be Converted to E-text. How E-text is read and How Higher Ed may collaborate with Bookshare.Org to build a repository of E-text. 

2 – 4 p.m. Friday 

Welcome. 

Producing, reading and partnering for getting students access to e-text 

Jim: As a blind person I like to put voices with name. Each person introduces. 

Jim scans 200 – 250 books per year.  

Margaret adaptive tech at IU 

Gustav from Bookshare for print disabled 

4th presenter is missing!! 

Margaret: How to do it. High Speed scanning: Topics today process, client support and new updates 

What is alternate media, who uses it, why high speed etc. 

Who uses

Anyone with disability that prevents info access. Mandated by ADA, sections 504 + 508, Chafee amendment to copyright

Is high speed scanning the only source? NO: also RFBD, Bookshare, libraries with digital collection (often in public domain), publishers (orig source of materials). Important to consider all options; as digital age proceeds many advantages to new means but also older means are less used. 

Contacting publishers

Always start here 

Graph of requests on PowerPoint: 

Got 1 day turn around with some books up to 15 days; 109 requests made; 33 filled. First determine contact procedures. 

Contact by email phone, web fax web. 

Sometimes multiple contacts 

Takes time, often doesn’t work, and may not work. Sometimes unacceptable format. 

High speed scanning: students wait very short times. Work study students can do it . . . . Mostly accurate. 

To start scanning:

Workstain, high speed scanner, scanning software, access to alternate media guillotine (chops spines off book) or access to chopping service, staff, understanding of pitfalls

PITFFALALS Print into electronic causes copyright problems. E copies much less secure, more likely to be reproduced. 

Students sign agreement that they will not copy or share the copies. Failure to comply is a violation of student conduct code. May lose privileges for text etc 

Legal counsel helped to compose agreement. Students can’t get books until they sign the agreement. 

If scanning, verify students have documented disabilities. Contact publishers for e-text. Get copyright agreement signed, acquire the print material—student must OWN the book; it’s not free. Check archives (Gutenberg, bookshare etc. 

OCR scan create TIF file and proof (can be time-consuming). 

Burn to CD. TIF files themselves will open in an image program and will look exactly like the book. This is ok for physical disabilities (don’t want to turn pages). 

To do text to speech you need OCR too. 

Student brings in stack of books. Come back Tuesday for books on one CD. For LD it’s more important to get the books than to get them perfectly proofed. 

OMNI PAGE good, for scanning. 

Add books to catalogue. Unfortunately, not that many repeat requests. 

Scanning Process

Select settings

Scan

Create tiff 

Process with OCR name and save 

Verifying results

Listening: pick some paragraphs
Thumbnail view brings up multiple pages; find trouble spots.

Convert to word file and spell check

Create zones for sequencing. 

Different editing suits different needs. 

When speed is not enough. 

Double standard: not as good as print creates second class text. BUT this is minor compared to not having it at all. 

You can also photocopy first then send through scanner. 

Bookshare another option: look through their lists. IU: has that agreement and donates all their books to them. Student agrees to this. Students get free membership to Bookshare through the university. 

Administration: client data entry, check current status of requests, provide feedback. (Gopher) 

Badger manages scanning, keeps track of a lot of stuff. 

Accessibility advisor: software to keep track of all this. All stored on university systems. 

Problem books: 

Used and marked

Lots of graphics

Lots of colors 

Thin paper

Thick paper

Weird paper color 

Most difficult ever: Catcher in the Rye had pink tint and bad type. Solution: drop out red. 

BIG 3 problems (missed on screen) 

Create doc quickly with no people involved. 

http://www.indiana.eud/~iuadapts 

IU has OCR rocket 

Solutions: 

Virtual Rescan helps clean up before scanning is done. 

Use scanner with VRS

Use OCR tool like ABBYY Fine Reader 

Gives more control over canning, slows scanning but reduces editing. 

Omni Page 14 is better than 12 (comment from audience). Software constantly improves. 

Kurzweil 1000 does better than 3000 for text only. 

