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Presenters:  Sylvia Jackson, Yvette Flores, and Hector Requenez

Session:  Demonstration Project Supports for Disability Services in Higher Education and Establishing an Assistive Technology Lab

Please refer to the handouts to follow along with the POWERPOINT presentation.

Demo. Project Supports for Dis….is the first presentation.

Review of purpose statement

This project was grant funded

--27 projects initially funded

--this project is in its 3rd year of

  Funding
They are located on the border of Mexico and the southern tip of Texas

They are part of the Univ. of Texas system

88% are Hispanic

They have a very high Hispanic graduation rate

This is a bilingual/bicultural community

Project Enhance/Proyecto Mejorando

--this is a national project

--primarily for Hispanic schools

--provides technical assistance

--free of charge

--onsite trainings

--travel costs are grant funded as well

They will come to you to provide training…BUT they ask that you make sure the site will be accessible…they will do onsite training with the adaptive technology 

This project will consult


They do not determine your schools
 Policies and procedures

The Dept. of Ed. Determined which schools are minority schools…you can look at the Dept. of Ed.’s website to learn more

This project also provides community services…they do an open house twice each month…they have given disability awareness presentations to the border patrol

This project works with the local schools to help with transition

They have attended job fairs and transition fairs targeting high school special education students

this project is also involved in research to try to determine what are the needs of the students at their college…what type of technology are the disabled students using, what do they need, what do they want…although a very small amount of surveys were returned (22 out of more than 100) they believe the info was helpful

This project is funded through the Dept. of Ed.

Moving on to Assistive Technology …Hector is presenting this piece…

Please follow along the PowerPoint presentation by referring to the handouts…

How you set up a tech lab will depend on the unique aspect of your school

There is not a single best way to do this

There are some laws that directly address the use of adaptive technology


Telecommunications Accessibility Act

 
Of 1988


Hearing Aide Compatibility Act of 1988


The Technology Related Assistance for

 
Individuals with Disabilities Act of

 
1988


Section 508 of the Rehab Act (1999)

Definitions of AT are in the handout

AT can be low tech or high tech

This project is separate from the Disability Support Services at the college

This lab is a “test site” so the school and the community can test out new and different types of technology before committing to buying it

It is important to prioritize your AT needs

Serve the students with the greatest need first…what type of disability is most prominent on your campus?  LD?  Physical mobility?

This project will pass out fliers and info on different types of AT, but they do not push the purchase of any particular software or hardware

Sometimes vendors do have grant/loan programs where they will allow a school to try out new technology directly from the vendor

The numbers of visitors to this lab are increased by college classes that visit the lab…the communication disorders classes, special education classes, etc.

(How many people would be visiting this lab if the college class was not requiring it?  How many onsite trainings has this project given?)

