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Universal design for learning

What is universal design?

Term universal design – physical access, designing up front for the widest possible access, from birth to death. Inclusion. Designing things for everyone. 

Audience participation in definition of terms.

The environment can stay the same but the student must change – way things are done. Universal design changes that.

Universal design ideas came from architecture.

UD is a framework – for the design of places, things and information to be usable by the widest range of people operating in the widest range of situations without special or separate design. This is the simplest definition. The project must take this concept and present to faculty, developed tools given to faculty to operationalize this. 

Two toolkits were developed. One – universal course design toolkits, one – reflective practice for college faculty.

The authors found one time workshop is not effective to turn ideas into practice. Professional development encourages reflective practice groups. The group helps the faculty work on the concepts and the faculty self report that this process is helpful.
How can you get the materials? Some will be raffled off. Available via website about $50 video and manual. Please give feedback.

Website address: www.iod.unh.edu/ee
University of New Hampshire

Slide of pictures – notebook, inspiration, e-reader, Mimio XI, digital camera, highlighters- examples of the AT that the colleges have for demonstration. Note taker can write on screen and have notes printed. Portable pc will help note takers. Has an organizational structure, multiple students can use it. Scanner to digitize text, Inspiration software allows you to outline and make graphical representations, mind mapping, 

How are the faculty using the technology to make universal design? Student or faculty can be using the AT – it just makes the faculty aware of the AT available. UNH teaches students how to use AT and faculty can adapt some of this to their class incorporate universal design. One of the campuses is using Inspiration in math instruction. Faculty are teaching the group other uses for the technology.

There are 7 campuses in both MASS and NH and one in Maine.

IF faculty have a course website, they can use some of these tools to make their course website accessible.

Mimio XI will record what is drawn on the white board in class and can be saved in a file and put on- line and students can have access to notes, diagrams, mathematics.

The tablet PC as a technology solution will limit the access to individuals?

Use as many modalities as you can. Point – partner with faculty to introduce them to AT and ask the faculty how they can use them in their courses to make their classes more universally designed.

How do you get the faculty to buy in?
Early doctorates and the use of reflective practice group helps to get faculty involved. At the UNH, faculty applies for week training in instructional technology and once they complete this training they receive a laptop for their own personal use. 

CAST says you can be a little UDL.

That helps to make it seem less intimidating to faculty. Use what works for your class. It is not all about equipment either, it is not all technology. 

UCD slide – describes project

Universal Course Design at top of pyramid 

As they build down the ideas are expanding and developing
Take these ideas and use them as suggestions and add your own. This is a buffet of technology and instructional strategies they can use that will work best in their environment. It is universally access when everyone has a choice.

Second tier of pyramid- UD principles and tools

Third tier – materials to give people and overview, 


Instructional strategies, syllabus and assessment

Instructional strategies are broken down into things you do during a course, lectures, labs, practices, groups  the program identifies variables that give users more choices in how to present these ideas in class.

Syllabus – how to structure the syllabus, look at a syllabus and add some components that are of universal design, 

Project hopes to get the faculty engaged in this process by providing them with ideas to add universal access to course design.

Project is looking for one stable piece across all courses and the syllabus seemed the best to focus on.

Assessment is the tricky part. How do I know if people really learned anything? Shows people how to be flexible in their assessment without compromising their standards.

Slide Reflective practice 

Graphic – reflective practice tool box, a book on reflective practice and video. The video is an instruction on reflective practice.

“Reflective practice has helped me move from considering students with disabilities as your students to understanding that they are all our students.”

Slide – Book, training materials, bib and large section on protocol for reflective practice which helps you have a meeting with a beginning middle and end and the meeting is purposeful. The faculty then feel that time is effectively spent.

Video clip – on reflective practice.

Discusses paradigm of professional development. Start with faculty endorsement of reflective practice and how useful it is for them. Then a session of reflective practice so people can see what a session is like. This is not an experience that faculty have. Lot of people who teach college love to teach, they do want to be better teachers and you will offer them an opportunity to improve their teaching. CD rom on universal design has lot of ideas on making their classes more UD. Most important is reflective practice to continue and encourage reflection on personal meaning for the individual. 

