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11 organizations that represent 350,000 members.  

Roles:

Provide an interdisciplinary forum. Prepare and disseminate statements and papers in a single voice. Meet 2 times per year.  Break into work groups and spend the week-end writing, and share writing at end of the week-end with all members. 

Final copies are sent to all 11 organizations for approval. Aim for full acceptance from 11 organizations.

Secondary/ post-secondary documentation issues; had a round table in fall 2003 including post-sec, secondary, VR, legal, and reps from the 11 groups.  Identified 3 issues, devised a work plan (focus groups), and looked at post-sec guidelines (AHEAD members).  Analyzed 125 documentation guidelines.  There were some statewide guidelines and some consortiums documents.

3 identified issues:

1) Differences between the laws that govern sec and post=sec access to programs.  Legal differences:  IDEA, 504/ADA, Higher Education Act.

2) No consistent or agreed upon principles related to the interpretation of documentation to determine student eligibility and access to services and accommodations.

(Varied documentation requirements, current secondary practices not consistent with post-sec needs, and updated assessments is not required in secondary).

3) Number of driving forces:  institutional philosophy, UD, qualification of personnel, multicultural issues, lack of resources, and testing agency influences,

So now what? Trying to see what the essential pieces are and where post-secondary can give or where secondary can do more.

Other NJCLD projects:

LD roundtable IDEA revisions

Transition brochure for parents

State and district-wide assessment

Review of response to intervention approach

LD and adolescent literacy issues

Updates of NJCLD documents

Any papers that come out are the responsibility of each member organization, so AHEAD will announce new publications when they are approved.

Ohio department of education, special education, SLD toolkit.  Re-evaluation recommendations. Not sure of URL.
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