AHEAD conference

Thursday 11:45

You can go the Ahead website and get the handouts for this section.  You can also email us at msarver@admin.usf.edu or david.parker@uconn.edu.

Here we will learn about self haleness.  Sometimes students are often told what to do and do not know how to advocate for themselves’

Many of us are involved with transition work.  We think of self determination.  Successful adults with LD develop strategies for regaining a sense of control over their lives.

How can we assist students in adapting to the new surroundings?  We will show you how to do this.

Rise of self-determination

Many adults that have gone through special education where not finding that these individuals were having difficult time finding employment.

What we are talking about is pushing up the hill students with disabilities are not in control of their life and they have not been.  IDEA gave student control over their lives.  We believe unless we work at turning students round they are not going to succeed in life.

What we would like to do in the next slides.  We will set the stage why self determination matters.

We have to embrace the fact that students are going through changes in their lives.  We know there are many positive trends in SDS services.   There also continue to be challenges.

For instance we know that students with disabilities in high school drop out more than student w/o.
Some students may not be able to explain their disability or how to get assistance at the college level.

We will discuss some of the difficulties they will face one they get to college.

As a whole it takes student w disabilities longer to finish college.

There are a great Varity of services available and differ from university to university.
Statement from audience:  it is difficult to help students with self determination when you do not have the staff

Response for presenter:  AMEN

The case is also at the K-12 level as well.  

We will now look at some employment issues for students w/ dis. There are studies that support the students who dev. Self determination skills employment levels increases.

Not only that there overalll quality of life is improved.  This is some powerful data.

Next slide . . .

Good afternoon...
Self determination- the ability to identify and achieve goals based on fountain of knowing and valuing oneself through planning, knowing self, act, experience outcome guilds
One example of determination. I have one student who dropped out and lost his funding.  He got three jobs to get back in school and pay for it on his own and now his is back doing well.

I know that many of you have seen an increase of student with adhd.  I know many of you have seen these students procrastinate.  

Student stated that academic success meant to them a good GPA, learning to adapt to college classes. . Sometimes they were able to get A’s in high school but had learned to accept b or c’s., students liked the fact there measure of learning in college was more than memorizing on tests. .there was also hands on learning as well.

Students were also asked to indicate barriers in college

Sometimes family members can also have a negative affect on the college experience.  I have met with some parents that see accommodation as an advantage and attempt to discourage student to try things on their own.  Part of self determination is to teach students to determination for themselves if they actually would need to use accommodations.

