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Intro—WORDQ

Writing Difficulties—sample of student writing—see slide—

Reading Comprehension 

Entering the program:

5.2 

As low as 4th grade to post high school

Students with multiple disabilities

Training on Word Q

Save vocabulary files to USB memory key

Encourage writing through high interest activities

Don’t encourage use of word processors

Use of word processors with WOrdQ

Demonstration of Word Q software—

Word prediction 

Word Q and Microsoft word—

Verbal and visual prompts—will read all typed materials. 

Automatic feature to read at end of sentence.  

Error-free communication by the end of the semester—e-mail messages. 

Text to speech and punctuation help

Tool bar will appear in any program—on internet, excel, word, 

Predication box will also follow to all programs

Predication box follows cursor—

Goes to internet—can alter movement of Word Q on options tool bar—can alter position of list, font, etc. 

Lots of flexibility in managing Word Q and placement of tools.

Can enlarge boxes, words.

Spelling strategies—

Getting started—first three letters,

Word lists will generate possibilities

If dictionary closes, no word choices with those letters.

Will save list of most used words—will change dictionary to reflect student use.

Word endings—alter “y” ending

Apply=applying new ending appears as a choice.

Can add “novel” words to dictionary

Can type name, novel words, copy and paste to dictionary through Word Q options.

Students with motor impairment find this helpful—able to generate and add words with fewer key strokes.

Core level dictionary available for younger students but software appropriate for all levels—

When all else fails, do your best and “marry” with other software (spell check). 

Marriage of Software

WOrdQ WITH Microsoft word

Students may not be willing to use more difficult words because of difficulty with spelling—

Support with WOrdQ and Microsoft Word—Feedback option =--can add to speak letters (visual impairment)

Read menus—file names, etc.

Spelling and Grammar tools

Readability stats to indicate grade level of readability—

Can alter sentences with wordQ options (synonyms) to replace elementary words and create a more sophisticated writing.

Also helpful for ESL students.

Do not initially teach full spell check for their students—difficult cognitive concept for many students.

Teach students to focus on words underlined in red—auditory support for incorrect words.  Green (underlined words) need to be fixed.  Homonym supports for WordQ.

Can also use autocorrect.

(Most of this session done on computers—difficult to note what is being done).

Example of generating a cover letter with word and WordQ—

Can read back cover letter 

Selections of voice with WordQ—can adjust voice, pitch, ec

Editing Checklist

See PowerPoint slides

Teaching Reading

Auditory support/feedback

WordQ

Read Please 2003

http://readplease.com
For internet reading, can use Read please (FREE software for colleges, universities). 

Example of using read please 2003 to read internet material. Can put any text you see it on screen and use it to read.

Introduction to Speech

WordQ’s new feature

Training to use Voice comments—use of microphones—voice comments—

On Word:

Insert, comment, toolbar, voice comment—

Use for accommodations—use voice comments to answer test questions—

Not useful for students with speech impairments. 

IN Office XP there is speech text—

Tools, speech—need minimal training to use.

Reading Comprehension results

4-6 months post academic program (16 months after original test)

Average increase of 1.6 increases in comprehension score

Increase grades 5.2 – 12

6.6 grade students then scored at postsecondary reading level.

Control group with similar students without use of WordQ—highest level increase in reading .825 grade level.

Use Canadian adult achievement test—use to establish entry into program—pre and post testing.

Demo disks will run for 30 days—do have a booth in exhibit hall.   

