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PowerPoint will be coming versions re in text also. Still waiting for the projector. Most of the people are disability support people, also instructional design and faculty. Dean of students who advises support staff. A quick quiz using the ncs report from 2001. He will read the questions because he doesn’t have a large print. #1 answer is 90% #2 is 48% #3 is 24% #4 is D  #5 is A  #6 is C #7 is D #8 is  A  going to talk about site at UMBC and what they learned. Site is on internet and CDRom. Passing out handouts, a Braille versions also is available. ADE site is for faculty, when it started they were addressing that faculty were making their own websites and putting audio and video in it using PDF  use of other things and not concern of the problems. They decided to provide info about accessibility, and now have the ADE website. Put themselves in the shoes of faculty and give them easy access and questions they might have. FE what it is? Legal issues? What disabilities impact their courses? How to fix it and what an accessible sites it? Site itself is fully accessible. Advised by webaim. Goal is education and how to fix problems. FE go to how to section. Subcategories, list of them. Consider possible applications faculty might use. Go to WebPages, includes writing style, html, etc, they realized late that sighted people deciding that for blind too many links but it is accessible. Also discovered that faculty could not fix websites by themselves and not desirable. It is a complex problem and involves other people. If a faculty member has a student who can’t use the website what can he do? Just educating faculty was not enough. On the understanding disability section there is a description of different types of disabilities: EG: speech and a scenario. Access challenges – For a student with speech impairment, can’t talk on phone, how could this be accommodated? Strength of this website. Talk about accessibility: Emerging issues – Web supported learning keeps doubling, if there is a web base it is kind of distance learning. Not face to face. Growing population of disabled users, one problem is the use of adjuncts. They are finding faculty who specialize in online faculty but accessibility is a major problem. No plans and policies in place. Universities have an attitude that it is over but it is in front of us. Web site http://www.umuc.edu/ade. UMUC 110,000 online enrollments. They are concerned, Donald Fraser had a quote from his talking to colleges, accessibility awareness is not strong but when it does become a concern it will be like the 3,000 lb gorilla. ADE site is to educate faculty about accessibility and provide how to and examples. Lessons learned from the site (released in 2003). How to help faculty? Play to their strengths, they are needed, strength is not technical, web is more sophisticated now then. Pay attention to awareness, preparedness, reflective practice, partnerships. ADE site – Question? At the end or now? Now is OK. Curious about the emphasis on the faculty instead of the students. Don’t know that they are responsible for finding the accommodations. Looking at the example of the speech problem person, there are devices and responsibility of the student to suggest something. Faculty do try hard and don’t want to burden them. I Agree – tenor is you start with comprehensive way of addressing everything, Lots of ways to fix it without redoing the website. In that scenario it might help other students. Point is that students walk in and assumption is that it is everyone’s responsibility except the student. Like to see more of a collaborative effort. Two responses, one that the faculty can ask the students and other part is that faculty members are frightened of disabilities and they run in other directions. Sometimes students withhold info, it’s a communication problem. Another question, blackboard use, 90% is discussion, the content, having problems getting jaws to read it. It’s because of javascript. Does anyone know about that? Can’t resolve it because it is product. Has ½ hour left. Stress that planning is important if you are a faculty member. Checklist for planning is coming around. That is the most important thing. How do you anticipate that something might happen? What things are likely to be used in your course? Get a sense about what those things might be, if you use audio/video there could be a problem, short notice it can be a problem. Requires support staff. Think alternatives. Captioning would be nice, a transcript will do. Images are easy to fix. If they are described by alttext, it is the image if it is a graph, it has to be described. If just for decoction, don’t’ need to describe. Popular web applications used over and over, the checklist if used to decide if there is a problem. If a problem, where can you get help? PDF is a problem. Who is going to fix it? New version of the screenreader may fix the problem, if they code it properly. Old articles are not scanning because old. Universal design comes into it inevitably, talk about reframing learning so it’s for the most people possible. UD is a fit. You want to be able to accommodate different learning styles. Gives people ideas. Conference is overflowing with UID ideas. If teaching online – you need to be able to write well. Include the student in some way. Be wiling to reinvent yourself as a teacher, be willing t chance and adapt. Collaborative partnerships sometimes work and sometimes don’t, faculty don’t tend to collaborate. Not sure about faculty members being partners. They do think the best for their students though. When they did the site they did an announcement for faculty to provide examples and they found very few people willing to do this. They got three, best practices, only one was able to do it by herself, one course was environmental management, flash animation, the faculty member was asked to change the flash and they ended up creating an html versions, creating slides for the phases of the model and describes what is in it. Put altext in it. Very labor intensive. It will be impossible to ask faculty members to change their webpages themselves without help. But they do have interest. If they are invested in UID they will be more involved. Two questions: No focus on federal mandates? The legal counsel did not want them to put legal stuff in the site. 504 or 508? Hasn’t come down about 508 yet. 504 is the guidelines, programs/services have to be accessible. Legal counsel did not think 504 applied to the web but why not? How can anyone argue that? Argument is that it was before the AD mentioned it. A-Tutor in Canada is free supported by grants. Can’ just buy something and hope it works. You have to have a committee look at it. How the University deals with procurement. There is a handbook on WEBÇT, it is in the interest of the companies to make things accessible. Accessibility if a hard/slow sell. Thank you very much.


