AHEAD CONFERENCE

WED 2-3:15

Tracey Smith is the facilitator and noted that she uses the techniques herself. She asked how many of you have students with illegible handwriting. There is a psychological thing with bad handwriting. She is doing a survey of students without dyslexic and asks whether bad handwriting I used to disguise bad handwriting to disguise not knowing how to write a word. It is socially acceptable to have bad handwriting. There is this joke that bad handwriting is acceptable for doctors. You need to test a student to determine their proficiency in spelling and you need to use a word processor. On the disc it talks about criteria for diagnosis is poor handwriting. There are factors about dsm; you need to look at good accurate psychological testing in depth. You may find that there are typographical errors and that is not really bad spelling. Some kids are being labeled as being bad spellers when they are not. With a little help you can tell when you are working with kids with spelling deficient. It is not unusual to find that one day students can spell and the next day they cannot. Some students misspell simple words. E.g. misspelling of tuition; sometimes the bad spelling has logic. 

A list of tests for spelling are towel, woodcock Johnson, Peabody, nonsense words, written samples and essays. I look at their writing samples and handwriting. Work with them when the spellchecker is off on the word processor and you want to look at how many red lines there are and whether there are typographical errors. 

Students may not be able to write on an assigned topic but they may be able to write about their favorite topic. If they have word difficulty you may note that they require Therasus training. At the end I turn it back on so that the student can see the corrections with spellchecker on. 

One of things with nonsense words is that you are trying to see if they have graphic processing or phoemene awareness. . 

How many are familiar with autocorrect and auto text? How many of you program it yourself? I use this because I do not like to have to retype names. This helps when a person frequently misspell a certain word. Some people get it wrong, which autocorrect. 
Practice session with word. Facilitator asked what that word is.

Facilitator noted that some students do not like to use a word processor; they want the tactile experience of writing. A Learning Centre tutor stated that there are over 30 errors and I noted that there were actually over 100 errors but she was filling in the blanks. The student was a straight a science student and she was relying on her English tutor to fill in missing blanks. 

I am going to demonstrate Franklin spelling. I live by my handheld device. They are wonderful devices. 

All of you can open your ms word and we are going to get into the nitty gritty of programming this stuff. 

Go to autocorrect and press enter. Get Dummies for word for ms word or get complete idiot’s guide for ms. if you have students who frequently misspell words or use jargon specific words in math and nursing because those terms are from Latin and Greek and they use a lot of words with Latin origins. This feature of ms can hold up to 3000 words and you can also take stuff out. 

Think of words that your students have trouble with, e.g. physics. Sometimes smaller words with six letters are difficult, e.g. committee. In autocorrect once you type the first four letters it will autocorrect.

I do dictionary training with students and I go into the dictionary and show them those similar sounding words and the pronunciations key is the same pronunciation. It looks and sounds the same but it is different.
Students do not always misspell words the same way. There are many combinations. You need to understand the deficit and that misspellings are not the same every time. 

When would you recommend using this versus Texthelp is when they cannot afford the other software? This is a cheap and dirty method. I use Dragon Naturally Speaking because I have a low phonetic awareness and when I cannot get near the Franklin. I cannot remember how it starts or the sound and the Dragon will actually give me that word and give me the correct pronunciation. 

Spellcheckers are difficult if you have both dyslexia and dystrophy, 

Demonstration of use of the spell-check function. Model of Franklin used is 840. Go to Franklin and spell the word and wait for the response. The word circus was used which was imputed as siscuss (or similar).

A list of devices and prices was provided including Franklin spellchecker. She noted that she swears by her Franklin speller which takes four double A batteries and it costs only $79.

You can buy on line, files to add to your dictionary but I have not had success doing this. You can go to Microsoft word but it’s better to get a better MS. To modify it you have to modify all of your files and you can mess it up so be careful with it. 

What are arguments from faculty about use of the computer? If they are testing on certain functions they do not want spellchecker on the student’s computer. Point out that Text help is only to read it back and to read aloud only and if you have a proctor there no issues of cheating; you would be supplying the disc and so this would be used as an accommodation tool. 

Question as to whether Franklin spellchecker only has the spelling? Yes it is only a spellchecker. Spiral bound note cards in color are best because they do not get lost easily as opposed to loose leaf note cards.

