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Dispelling myths about persistence in c.c.

Ms Fichten

From Canada DawsonCollege & bi lingual

Students.

SWD’s are focus of research audience research & supporting legislation.

Soft ware is not affordable for students with disabilities we looked at what our students use if cost is under $180 they use it if not they keep searching. 
Study completed 1999 – 800 students focus on technology. Canada has no 508 so in Canada the software doesn’t have all the accessibility add-ons
Our search looked at both students with disabilities and regular students for comparisons. We broke down students with disabilities into disability categories.  We used focus groups – then key in formats, - then structured interviews, - & questionnaires and finally archiveial research.

Technology research- over 100 thou. Students with disabilities in Canada. A lot is not known about this group. University is having less 4% to 5% of their pop. Community or two yr Colleges 8- 10 % of the campus pop.

In Canada service and support of technology depends on where they live (which province). Also depends on disability and level of disability!

Inaccessible materials used by faculty. They are not accommodating. Computer Labs are often not accessible only specific locations have the modified and upgraded computers.

12 year archival study resulted – 653 students had registered 53% had ADD 41,375 non disabled students over same time frame. Included in study were graduation rates. Students with disabilities passed 81.2% with out disabilities 80.5% pass rates… no significant differences in these two pop. Students were looked at first semester and % of courses they signed up for and passed.  Students with disabilities were doing just a little better. (This is an inner city college mutli-cultural and the students with disabilities 66.3% and none disabled 65.9% average grade they are very close in the grades they make. This research group is publishing a paper soon.

Two yr Pre University. courses & 3 yr career programs  

Graduation rates: again the results are very close 1 or 2 % difference the main difference is the Students with disabilities took one semester. Longer meaning smaller course load per semster.
In the 3 yr program same trend of one semester longer for students with disabilities 

Summary of findings: Students with disabilities took one semester longer to complete.

Pass rate did as well as or better than non students with disabilities – in H.S these students did poor but seem to improve in the two yr college. Why? We don’t know yet but we are continuing our evaluations. Students with ADD had similar academic outcomes as non disables peers. All other disables students did slightly better than non disables peers.

Males have weaker performance than females.

Obstacle & facilitators Model Study just started -- Historical deficit model 2004 Goal – What makes it easier or harder for Students with disabilities personal factors i.e. study factors, impact of disability, College factors-accommodations Community factors.

E learning project- 2004: this is to measure Canadian higher education uses of e learning and its accessibility 
Students with disabilities those who use e  learning those who haven’t tried it yet. Best practices, Software creators. All will be incorporated into the study. Developing Q’s now launching this Fall 04. (Floppy disk has sample Q’s. Focus of this study is accessibility of the technology. The issue is not that Students with disabilities do poorly or not but can they use the software of e learning. Distance Ed. Journal has some good articles on this topic. 

Institutional research officer did our research for us of ethical standards were respected. 

Dawson College is a college (2 yr.) I Canada. Can email for more information www.adaptech.org
Catherine.ichten@mcgill.ca
Thank you very much!
