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Mike is a high school person. K thru 12. Guidance counselor in a large suburban school.  Helps students Research College.

Interest of transition with Disabled students.

What are the concerns? What are the steps in transitioning? Gives us the HS perspective.

Got into the field because students had concerns and had accommodations at HS. They wondered what college would be like. Last summer he took a tour of colleges and met the director of DSSS. Asked my father, retired professor, and he told me about college.

Why, why is it difficult? Successful transition: factors, helping students make it, what are questions that students should ask as they look at a college.

Why examine Transition?  There is an increase of DA students in higher Ed. See stats on the hand out.

430k students w/ disabilities. In post sec.

9% of students have disabilities. And needed accommodations. About 660 thousand in US.

Major groups: ADHD, Specific LD: 170K

They ask for help and support services most often.

Higher numbers but how are they doing?

Some studies have been done: longitudinal study for 6 years. Group w/ disabilities. And none/disabilities. Peers: they found a good % reduction in the students w/ DA and still trying to get their degree and many had dropped out.

During or after the first year is the drop out time…non-successful TRANSITION.

Another study: research group where they sent surveys to post sec. Institutions. They wanted to know the graduation rate…only 10% of the coordinators responded.

Of the 10% that did respond: the graduation rate is 30%. Less than the national average.

We are struggling to get through college. The key is a strong transition.

Students are not doing well…why? Students with DA, who go on to college, have study skill deficits, etc. and low self esteem, higher rates as not finishing college.

The High schools are not doing something to get the students ready for college.

Why examine: I am high school people bashing. In 2002, 74 colleges were surveyed in DA services. They asked if the college was satisfied with transitition. They felt that students are not ready for college.  For all students not only disabled.  They have lacking self advocacy skills. Students in HS have others to advocate for the student and did not know how to do it on their own.

Why is the transition difficult?  We don’t want to generalize but the adjustment is difficult. First is the difference in legislation. In HS they are under IDEA: individualized plan to achieve success.

If they are not achieving success, it falls on the school to add to the plan. What is Success:  Grades or it tends to be that.  A student may not be putting in the time, but it falls on the school in IDEA to help the student be successful.

In college: it is equal opportunity to participate and it is up to the student to take over the direction of his/her accommodations.

What types of accommodations: most common in colleges is extended time on tests…..those are on the handout. And are similar to the HS.

In high school, the student has a resource teacher. They have an advocate in the teacher and the parent.  The student does not practice resolving issues with teachers. In college, the student needs interaction with adults. And the parents often over shadow the students. Parents do all the talking and the student says very little. We don’t see the shift. Some teachers require daily emails in HS. Involve the student in that process by allowing the student to email at the end of every class session.  

Breaking projects into smaller parts, breaking down the tasks…are other accommodations.  Even allowing a student to re-test in HS. We don’t see that in college. Inclusion classes that have a special ed. Teacher in the room. There may be 5 special students in the class. 

Summary: a lot of the accommodations are not there when the student goes to college.

The problem is, the students are in a bind. If the student is in JR. year of HS, and he has a B/C average. why not take away some of the modifications to begin to adjust to this university. And the student wants to keep the high GPA and lose their advantage so the accommodations are not dropped or be made like what is in college.

There is no partial credit in college.

Do these students know these differences?

They need direct instruction.

The student never learns how to monitor themselves.  The transition is difficult for all students.

Testing seems to be difficult because things courses are not as structured. Students feel anxiety over having maybe only two tests all term.

The students have a lot of un-structured time in college. This is hard for students with LD.

They did not have to manage their time in HS.

 Students do not understand the level of differences.

They don’t know their strengths and weakness.

They don’t know about their disability. No self advocacy skills.

They need to research all schools.

That is the bad news.

What are factors associated with success?

If at both ends, HS and college, if the students get this message, they will be successful

1. Understanding their DA and compensatory skills for their weakness.

2. They need a learning style profile at the first year. If the student is a visual learner, the DSSS helps them make visual representations of their notes. Find the students strengths and build on that and how to build up the weaknesses.

3. They must know what accommodations are necessary for their success. They can ask colleges all kinds of questions as they research the colleges.

2. Knowing how to self advocate: they must shift the responsibility to themselves. That is what we need to work on with our students.  Visit during your JR year in HS to learn these skills.

They need to learn to communicate with adults. Being able to monitor yourself and knowing when you need help.

At one university, all the first year students were taught how to communicate with a professor.

Find the office hours…what I can do to be successful. Students’ w/DA seems to be hesitant to talk with their teachers.

4. The study found that students, who know the laws of the HS and then the college, tend to be more successful. They should learn about the expectations at the college. When students visit the college and hear about the law, the student has heard it twice now.

5. Choose a college that fits the needs of that student.

6. It is ok to say, “We might not be the right college for you” Is the college right for me? Is the DA support services right for me?

7. You will find the standard accommodations but may find things like priority registration….and many more.

8. Workshops for DA students. Peer mentoring. Tutoring services…all of these must match the student.

5. Having access to emotional support services. Having a go-to person, peer mentor…must have someone who the student can see.

6. There are many at HS, but they seem to need one person in the college setting.

What can we do to make sure HS students are prepared to move on?

HS personnel: understand the differences…plan college visits. See handout for full list.

Role of college personnel: students should visit during the JR year and see it.

Pre services meeting so that the documentation is reviewed early. Discuss college expectations.  DA offices can tell about the IDEA and ADA differences.

Have a college fair for DA students.

Go and meet and get information,

Direct instruction on campus access.

Once they get on campus, they get direct instruction on where and how to access campus resources and what is the process for the test accommodations.

Use other students and then provide assistance during the first period of enrollment.

Meet once or twice a term so students can get to know each other.

Role of Students: see hand outs. Go on open house and group visits to learn about the process.

Part Two

Cheryl Chesney-Walker

A nuts and Bolts Guide for Deaf and hard of hearing students.  When u gets a phone call, ask them to look at the nuts and bolts guide…

The college perspective:

Director of DSS at VA Commonwealth University.

Polling the audience: for who is in the room.

4yr, 2yr, or agency rep.

Who has been at the k-12 level?

Has background of 13 years in a resource room:  the students don’t understand their dA. Most were diagnosed at a young age. What is the student’s perspective? If you are 6 or 7 and you are not doing well like your peers.  This is an impressionable time. Then it is not clicking but you are not doing well. You are not getting stickers or smiley faces. Then they decide to test the child and the child is identified.  The parents are traumatized. The child is too young to know about the LD because. The parent doesn’t even know what a LD is.  They hear the word disability. I have seen that we walk the parents through the ed. Process but the kid does not know why in reading time, they go see Mrs. Smith. That is good. We have made strides.

Many miles but not far enough. Because the stats show after HS, kids are not going on or making it.

Why: when there were identified no one explained it and encourage the kid to figure it out.  But a 6 yr old won’t get it.

So, the kid feels different now. And we go through 1 thru 12 processes, and others are making fun of them. They don’t know why they are different. Then it is graduation day, and you are on your way. We will be fine.

That is why our students have no clue!!!

When the student is diagnosed, he/she is already 2 to 3 years behind. And if there is later diagnosis, then they are even further behind. Or they are put on a vocational path to get a skill.

It is about the educational process k-12. Post sec. services are doing great but the students do not know what to do with it.  

There are differences in a 2 year or 4 year institutions.

LD is not making it…

50% are ADHD or LD.

Increase at 34% over the last few years. We can identify them, but we are not teaching them what it is.

Faculty also does not know how to deal with students with an LD, etc. How can these kids be taught?

The educators and faculty must be involved. Universal Design is a must. They must know what an LD is…it is not made up and will not be outgrown.

The majority have difficulty in reading. The LD students think they have a high reading level because they graduated with their peers.  But the college level reading skills are different.

LD is our biggest number.

Only 13% report going to post sec. after HS.

Below level academic skills. Most LD start at the bottom of prep or developmental.

What if the student repeats the prep class several times? How do we assist them in passing the prep classes and improving their skills?
Suggest that they use the tools. 

Suggest that they use the Cursewell reader early in their academic career. Keep the student involved in the transition IEP and afterwards.

The colleges are way ahead in the technology as compared to the HS.

Comment: it is hard to get Assistive Tech. in k-12.

Written into the IEP.

What about the exit exams? 

What about full time status and Voc. Rehab. Mandates. 

What about otherwise qualified... terminolgy. Many students don’t even want to be there. 

We have to look at individual differences.

We need to keep the standards in place too so that we can have skilled professionals.

If the student can’t meet or exceed the same expectations, then they have to move on.

Students have unrealistic views of post sec.

Lack of self advocacy skills.

It dates back to the diagnosis and never really let kids know what they have.

Many students don’t want others to know they are LD. No self identification.

They want to be normal.

Poor understanding of what the accommodations are.

They do not commit to the accommodations.

They stop going to class. They don’t know how to follow through.

They don’t want to ask for help.

Faculty that do not have the experience.

They don’t want to comply and others go overboard.

Other adult experiences are new and students can’t take control of their lives.

Class schedules are different and the kids are at a loss.

They have no time management skills.

Too many student life activities and skipping school.

They do not take attendance so no one will know.

LD kids love FERPA

They don’t have problem solving skills

Providing proof of their DA and they don’t understand what it means to be “otherwise qualified”

Failure to use the accommodations and understanding what a “reasonable request” is...
They have to come to grips with their disability. They have to accept it. 

They have to know what their disability is.

