`AHEAD CONFERENCE

2-3:15

The speaker was introduced by the moderator – Vinson Ballard.  The speaker requested that the audience move their chairs in closer to…

Went to get hotel representative to turn the lights on to a brighter level.

The speaker responded to a question from the audience.  He stressed to importance of interacting with the parents more in dealing with students with disabilities.  He further emphasized the importance of education administrators and educators in general not being afraid to actually get involved.  

Participants asked the question about advocacy within the process and take it on as a role with the entire process of offering services for persons with disabilities.  

 Another participants echoed the frustrations.  The speaker indicated the need to deal with those hard issues.

Another participants asked about the need for solutions.  The speaker talked about eligibility and it being revisited.

The speaker and the audience dialogued about providing services free or not.  He also talked about getting involved with the legislative aspect and other efforts.  There was talked about the student and the environment with regards to offering services.  He talked about it being a Civil Rights Law and how entities and universities are obligated.  This especially deals with universities that get federal funding.  He expressed his concerns regarding unfunded mandates, i.e., getting note takers, interpreters…

The speaker responded to a participant asking about students with disabilities having a college experience.  He gave an example about an encouraging student in the state of Arizona at a community college.  He further talked about how important it is to use the IEP’s.  He further talked about parents of students that may be mentally retarded, i.e., the inclusion envelop.  His emphasis how open enrollment can be challenging in this situation.  He stated that it is just as bad to ignore a person with a disability as to over emphasize one.  He mentioned about programs that tried to reach out to these participants.

The speaker further mentioned the concept of havening access to the curriculum.  The idea of modifications and accommodations not being the same thing.  
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