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W9-Appalachian Flatfoot Dancin’ (Promising Practices in Community College)Judy Stoneham ,MS; Blue Ridge Community College & Curtis Edmonds, JD; SE-DBTAC

80% of students with disabilities who attend college, attend community colleges

SE-DBTAC created educational initiates funed by a grant from NIDRR, distributed competetively

Blue Ridge Community College in the Appa;achian region of North Carolina was a receipient

The College propopas centered on the assessment of current Educational Tech; the implementation of faculty training, and upgrading of assistive technology

In 1992 the California CC system estimated that is cost $557 per student to provide disability support services

Student Advisory Board Created

*126 students identified to Disability Services out of 1988 enrolled students

*51.66% of learning disabled (2)

*17.64% Other (1)

8.9% Deaf or Hearing Impaired (1)

*7.7% Visual (1)

*5.12% Emotional (1)

*6.3% Speech (1)

*2.68% Orthopedic (1)

Created purpose statement: Enhance equal opportunity for students with disabilites through awaremenss, procurement, and barrier removal.

Student Concerns:

Lack of faculty trained in accommodating students with disabilities

Difficulty with assistive technology

Difficulty using wheelchairs due to cramped computer labs and cords

Lack of a voice on campus

Incentive for Student Advisory Board:

Each semester the students were given a grant of money equal to the tuition, activity fee, tech. fee, and ins, fee of a 4 hour course

To work with Business Office the students’ time was designated as contracted services

Plan Faculty Training (90 Minutes) for:

Full time faculty-esp. that LD was a disability

Adjunct faculty-need basic course re: law ADA, process & accommodations

Administration

w/Outside trainer(positive),DS Director(positive), NC Assistive Tech Project (not well received because people needed more basic tech explanation)

The Process:

Miss. State Format-good for beginners

ADA Law

Accessibility Information from DO-IT

Educational Tech Info from SE-DBTAC

Accommodation information from various sources

Information from the Student Advisory Board

Corrections from Advisory Board of Students:

Don’t put in WORD document, go to publisher and do it

Tabs are a problem, use 3-hole punch for easy binder usage and changes

Assessment:

Several days were spent evaluating the Ed. Tech. by the North Carolina Assist. Tech Project

Key areas lacking:

Web accessibility(Check WAVE)

Campus-wide information technology

Response to Assessment:

Accessibility in labs

New accessibile workstations have been installed in library

The main website is being redesigned

Develop Procurement Policies

*Vendors will not be used who do not comply with policies regarding accessibility

Progress Points:

Library (wrote grant and purchased equipment: adjust. Tables, JAWS, Kurzweil 3000, large screen monitors)

Designated computer with specific software in lab

Website improved w/text version

Portal Website

New Copiers

Curtis Edmonds, JD; SE_DBTAC

DBTAC Connection with Ittatc

(Information Technology Technical Assistance & Training Ccenter)

*Provide general assistance regarding accessible electronic and informational technology on regional, state, and local levels

*Seek potential venues for ITTATC, training programs at the regional, state and local levels

*Assist with ongoing needs assessment regarding accessible E & IT at regional, state and local levels 

