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March 30, 2009

Honorable David Obey, Chairman
Honorable Todd Tiahrt, Ranking Member

House Labor/HHS/Education Appropriations
House Labor/HHS/Education Appropriations

Subcommittee
Subcommittee

2314 Rayburn Building
2441 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515
Washington, DC 20515
FAX: 202-225-3240
FAX:  202-225-3489

Dear Chairman Obey and Ranking Member Tiahrt:

With last year's passage of the Higher Education Opportunity Act (P.L. 1110-315), Congress made a historic commitment to students with disabilities by establishing new provisions to expand access to postsecondary education. These provisions can go far to remove common barriers to postsecondary education that result in only 12 percent of working-age adults with disabilities currently holding  a college degree and contributes to  their 63.1 percent unemployment rate (American Community Survey, 2007).

Since 1977, the Association on Higher Education and Disability (AHEAD) has informed and supported higher education's efforts to provide equal access for students with disabilities.   AHEAD is a membership organization composed of a diverse network of professionals committed to the full and equal participation of people with disabilities in all areas of higher education. Our members, in partnership with 30 Regional Affiliates and numerous other professional organizations are involved in the development of policy and the provision of quality services to move our colleges and universities towards seamless access.

On behalf of our 2,500 members, their institutions, and the 1.6 million students with disabilities they serve we respectfully ask you to build on the commitment to equity you demonstrated in passing the Higher Education Opportunity Act with an investment in the disability provisions listed below. 

National Center for Information and Technical Support for Postsecondary 

Students with Disabilities (See. 777 a)

$3.0 million

Commission on Accessible Materials (See. 772)

$1.5 million

Model Demonstration Programs to Support Improved Access to Postsecondary 

Instructional Materials for Students with Print Disabilities (Sec. 773-775)
  
$5 million

Demonstration projects to Support Postsecondary Faculty, Staff and 

Administrators in Educating Students with Disabilities (See. 760-765)


$15 million

Teach to Reach Grants ( Sec. 251)

$15 million

Graduate Fellowships to Prepare Faculty in High Need Areas at Colleges of 
Education (See. 258)

$15 million 


Model Comprehensive Transition and Postsecondary Programs for Students 
with Intellectual Disabilities and Coordinating Center for Comprehensive 


Transition and Postsecondary Programs for Students with Intellectual 
Disabilities (See. 766-769)

$15 million

In practical terms an investment of $70 million in these programs is small in comparison to the benefits to be gained when students with disabilities are given the opportunity to reach their full potential to contribute to the social, political and economic life in their communities. 

We are urging you to provide funding for these disability programs in the FY2010 appropriations bill.

Thank you for your consideration of this request.
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