-----Original Message-----
From: ahead@ahead.org [mailto:ahead@ahead.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, June 11, 2008 10:54 AM
Subject: ADA Restoration Act

Dear AHEAD Members,

As you may be aware, the ADA Restoration Act is currently a topic of active conversation in many venues.  Advocates and detractors of the Act continue to weigh in with their perspectives.  As negotiations to finalize the proposed language progress, the Board of Directors takes this opportunity to reiterate and reaffirm AHEAD's active and enthusiastic support of the Act.  

We wrote to members in February noting our belief that the Restoration Act "does not seek to expand the rights guaranteed under the landmark Americans with Disabilities Act. Instead, it seeks to clarify the law, restoring the scope of protection available under the ADA," (House Majority Leader Steny Hoyer).  After additional analysis and conversations over the past several months, we are firmer in that belief.   

Joining bipartisan supporters and numerous professional organizations, AHEAD believes that recent court cases have inappropriately narrowed the intended broad scope of protection intended by original Congressional action.   As a remedy, the amended definition of disability in the Restoration Act establishes broader coverage and focuses prohibition on discrimination "against an individual on the basis of disability", rather than on a disabled individual. In effect, the Restoration Act brings disability in line with how discrimination is defined for other protected classes. With its passage, considerably more people will be protected from discrimination, but we expect there will likely be a relatively small increase in those requesting and requiring accommodation.  

Another positive aspect of the Act is that it does not change the requirements that accommodations be reasonable, that they be individually determined, and that essential elements of programs or activities not be altered.    

The next ALERT contains an excellent article on the ADA Restoration Act by Scott Lissner, and additional information will be shared at the Legal Update conference session in Reno.  We strongly encourage you to learn more about the Americans with Disabilities Restoration Act, http://thomas.loc.gov/home/gpoxmlc110/h3195_ih.xml  and to contact your representatives in both houses of Congress to support this legislation.  To contact your members of Congress go to: http://www.visi.com/juan/congress/
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